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INTRODUCTION. 

i 

rjpHE  controverfy  refpedling  the  exhibi- 
tion  of  faline  fubftances  in  venereal 
affections,  hath,  with  a few  exceptions,  been 

i 

conduced  with  fuch  candour  and  ability, 
as  to  reflect  much  credit  on  thofe  engaged 

in  fo  laudable  a purfuit, 

* - ’ 

The  liberty  I take  to  claim  the  indulgence 
of  the  Public  on  a fubjeCt  that  hath  been 
fo  ably  difcuffed,  may,  perhaps,  be  confi- 

• - l 

dered  rather  arrogant,  if  not  fuperfiuous. 
In  the  profecution  of  this  defign,  however, 
I have  in  contemplation  two  objects; — the 
one,  to  afcertain,  by  reference  to  practical 
experiments,  the  antidotal  power  of  oxygenc 
in  fyphilitic  complaints ; and  the  other, 
fhould  my  fuccefs  not  be  commenfurate 
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with  my  expectation,  to  inveftigate  the  caufe 
of  fuch  contrariety  of  fentiment. 

j 

It  may  be  regarded  as  a circumftance  of 
peculiar  fmgularity,  that  thofe  who  have 
written  on  this  interefiing  fubjeCt,  though 
in  direCt  oppofition  to  each  other,  may  both, 

to  a certain  extent,  be  correCt  in  their  con- 

• 

clufions.  This  opinion,  without  explanation, 
may  appear  rather  paradoxical ; but,  if  we 
confider  the  great  variety  of  difeafes,  the  parts 
moft  obnoxious  to  the  venereal  contagion 
are  liable  to,  and  the  almoit  invariable  prac- 
tice of  referring  every  difeafed  appearance 
of  th#fe  parts  to  a fyphilitic  fource,  I think 
the  difficulty  will  ceafe,  without  arraigning 
the  veracity  of  either  party. 

I have  been  induced  to  call  the  attention 
of  the  medical  praClitioner  to  this  much  Re- 
gie Cted 
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gledted  confiderafeon,  not  from  the  value  and 
importance  of  the  obfervations,  for  I am  too 
feniible  of  their  imperfection,  but  as  ft  i mu- 
lating  thofe  poffefTed  of  talents  and  oppor- 
tunities, more  accurately  to  difcriminate  the 
various  morbid  appearances  that  are  occa- 
fionally  occurring,  which,  though  appa- 
rently  fimilar,  are  yet  effentially  different. 

In  furveying  the  innumerable  and  com- 
plicated difeafes  to  which  mankind  are  fub- 

jeCt,  we  perhaps  fliall  find  few  productive  of 

\ 

confequences  more  calamitous  than  thofe 
arifmg  from  the  venereal  poifon  ; fince  it  not 
only  exerts  its  malignant  influence  on  the 
immediately  afflicted  patient,  but  too  fre- 
quently imparts  its  pernicious  qualities  to  an 
innocent  pofierity.  Its  deleterious  effeCts 
are  like  the  northern  blight ; for,  while  we 
are  ignorant  of  its  approach,  we  are  yet  but 
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too  fatally  convinced  of  its  baneful  opera- 
tion. 

About  the  termination  of  the  fifteenth 
century,  it  is  conjectured  the  fyphilitic  dif- 
eafe  was  introduced  into  Europe  from  fome  ' 
of  the  new-difcovered  American  Iflands. 
From  that  period  to  the  prefent,  much  as  we 
are  indebted  to  the  united  abilities  of  fo 
many  Intelligent  writers  who  have  favoured 
the  world  with  their  fentiments  on  this  fub- 
jeCt,  ftili  it  is  to  be  lamented,  that  a multi* 
plicity  of  perplexing  cafes  daily  occurring, 
refift  the  common  and  generally  adopted 
mode  of  treatment.  Whether  the  wrant  of 
more  powerful  remedies,  or  a more  judicious 
adminiftration  of  thofe  already  known,  be 
the  caufe  of  this  failure,  is  a, difficulty  often 
experienced,  but  not  yet  fatisfaftorily  ex- 

Nq 


I 


No  one,  I am  perfuaded,  will  deny  the  ad- 
vantage of  frequently  collecting  the  fcattered, 
though  imperfeCt  ideas,  that  chance,  or  the 
labour  and  ingenuity  of  individuals,  may  have 
produced ; and  by  occafionally  forming  a 
fummary  of  thefe,  it  would  be  lamentable 
indeed,  if  fome  ufeful  hint  could  not  b^e  de- 
rived, or  fome  practical  information  incul- 
cated. 

Our  attention  hath  of  late  been  very  com- 
mendably  excited  by  an  ingenious  mode  of 
exhibiting  oxygenous  fubftances,  as  a remedy 
in  eradicating  fyphilitic  complaints.  Thefe 
faline  fubftances  unqueftionably  poffefs  great 
activity,  and  are  capable  of  producing  fome 
important  changes,  in  the  animal  economy ; 
but  whether  the  extent  of  the  teftimony  al- 
ready promulgated  in  their  favour,  entitles 
them  to  rank  as  fpecifics,  fo  ftrenuoufly  con- 
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tended  for  by  their  advocates*  can  only  be 
determined  by  an  impartial  inveltigation. 
Candour  and  truth  compel  me  to  obferve* 
that  the  refult  of  fome  experiments*  carefully 
conducted,  do  not  incline  me  to  draw  fo  fa- 
vourable  a conclufion.  Having*  from  a va- 
riety of  fources*  acquired  a ftrong  opinion  in 
favour  of  the  antifyphilitic  quality  of  the 
oxygenous  fubftances*  I neglefted  no  oppor- 
tunity that  occurred*  in  the  purfuit  of  fo  im- 
portant a fubjeft;  and  with  what  fuccefs* 

will  be  better  determined  after  a perufal  of 

/ 

the  fubfequent  fheets. 


AN 


/ 


AN 

* 

INQUIRY 

INTO  THE 

EFFICACY  OF  OXYGENE, 

&c.  &c. 


IN  the  profecution  of  this  inquiry,  it  feems 
proper  to  make  fome  general  obfervations 
on  the  gonorrhoea  vimlenta  and  lues  venerea, 
explanatory  of  their  peculiar  nature. 

The  term  gonorrhoea  hatlybeen  objected 
to  by  Dr.  Swediaur,*  and  fome  others,  as 
not  ftridlly  applicable  to  our  prefent  know- 
ledge of  the  difeafe.  The  objection  is  not 

# Dr.  Swediaur  wifhes  to  adopt  the  term  blennorrha- 
gia.— Vide  practical  Obfervations  on  Venereal  Com- 
plaints. Turner  thinks  the  nature  of  the  difeafe  would 
be  more  correctly  expreffed  by  flillicidium  gallicum, 
vel  fluxus  virgse  purulentus  et  contagiofus, — Vide 
Syphilis,  page  97. 
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without  feme  foundation ; for,  when  Aftruc 
and  the  preceding  authors  wrote,  they  pro- 
bably confidered  it  as  a kind  of  feminis  pro- 
flu vium.*  A very  fuperficial  information 
is  fufficient  to  deteCt  the  fallacy  of  fuch 
an  opinion  ; but  as  the  precife  nature  of  this 
difcharge  (whether  mucous  or  purulent)  hath 
not  been  fatisfa&orily  afcertained,  till  nofe- 
logifts  invent  a more  appropriate  term,  it 
may  be  advifeable  to  continue  the  prefent, 
notwithftanding  its  apparent  imperfection. 
But  a fubieCt  of  infinitely  more  importance 
than  merely  the  appelhwon  of  a difeafe  en- 
gages our  prefent  attention. 

The  minds  of  practitioners  have  often 
been  agitated  with  refpcCt  to  the  identity 
of  the  contagious  poifon  producing  go- 
norrhoea virulenta  and  lues  venerea.  The 
late  Mr.  Hunter, f to  whofe  comprehenfive 

* “ The  feminal  fluid  diftills  from  the  urethra  in 
men  affefted  with  the  gonorrhoea.”  Aftruc  on  Yen. 
Dif.  book  hi.  chap.  i.  feet.  ii.  4to. 

f Vide  Treatife  on  the  Venereal  Difeafe. 
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genius  we  owe  the  folution  of  many  phy- 
fiological  difficulties,  has  endeavoured  to 
eftablifh  a theory,  which,  for  ingenuity,  if 
not  originality is  very  defervedly  entitled 
to  every  attention. 

# A ft  rue  expreffes  his  furprize,  “ that  fo  many  dif- 
“ ferent  difeafes  fhould  arife  from  the  fame  poifon 
44  applied  after  the  fame  manner  to  the  genitals  in  dif- 
“ ferent  perfons  ; fometimes  a gonorrhoea,  fome times 
44  a bubo,  fometimes  chancrous  ulcers,  fometimes  al- 
44  together.  But  this  difficulty  feems  capable  of  being 
4 4 folved  by  the  different  force  of  the  poifon  adling 
44  upon  the  parts,  and  the  different  Jlrufture  of  the 
44  parts  upon  which  the 
chap.  vii.  fe£b  ii. 

Thefe  obfervalions  feem  to  militate  againfttlie  ori- 
ginality of  Mr.  Hunter’s  theory  ; for  it  cannot  be  fup« 
pofed  a perfon  of  his  acumen  would  have  buffered 

♦ 

thefe  remarks  to  efcape  his  notice,  and  that  he  had 
perufed  this  celebrated  author  we  have  little  doubt, 

ft 

from  various  extradls  to  be  found  in  his  own  publica- 
tion : but  admitting  the  firff  germ  to  have  originated 
with  Affine,  to  Mr.  Hunter  are  we  indebted  for  the 
clear  and  perfpicuous  manner  in  which  he  has  eluci- 
dated this  fubjett,  not  to  mention  the  poffibility  of  two 
writers  delivering  their  fentiments  on  the  fame  fubjett, 
adopting  limilar  ideas,  without  previoufly  knowing 
each  other’s  opinion. 


poifon  acts.”— -Vide  book  hi. 
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The  furface  of  the  body  lie  divides  into 
two  kinds  ; the  one  he  denominates  a fecret- 
ing furface,  the  other  a non-fecreting  fur- 
face  ; and  he  endeavours  to  prove  the  irrita- 
tion produced  by  the  venereal  virus,  occa- 
lions,  like  all  other  irritation,  an  increafed 
a di  ion  in  the  vicinity  of  the  irritated  vefiels. 

If  this  irritation  takes  place  on  a non- 
fecreting  furface,  or  one  covered  with  the 
cuticle,  the  effedi  will  ufually  be,  a collec- 
tion of  a thin  fluid  under  the  cuticle,  form- 
ing a fmall  pufhile  : if  this  be  buffered  to  re- 
main, the  confedpuence  will  be,  a lofsof  fub- 
ftance  from  the  confined  fluid ; and  when 
this  cuticle  breaks  an  ulcer  appears.  But  if 
th  is  matter  be  applied  to  a fecreting  furface, 
as  the  urethra,  anus,  eyes,  &c.  an  increafed 
and  difeafed  fecretion  is  produced.  When 
any  part  is  irritated  to  a certain  extent,  it 
invariably  excites  inflammation,  and  forms 
matter,  the  intention  of  which  is  to  remove 
the  irritating  caufe  : this  procefs  is  eafily  ef- 
fected when  on  a fecreting  furface.  Hence 

the 


the  admiffion  of  this  explanation  enables  us 
to  affign  a reafon  why  gonorrhoea  fhould 
be  fo  eafily  eradicated,  and,  in  fome  in- 
fiances,  why  it  fhould  poffefs  the  power  of 
effecting  its  own  cure.  For  as  no  alteration 
in  the  ftructure  of  the  parts  is  produced, 
the  irritation  which  firft  excites  this  in- 
creafed  action  will  gradually  and  infenfibly 
fubfide.  But  wdien  this  peculiar  irritation 
has  been  applied  to  a non-fecreting  furface, 
its  effects  are  very  different,  as  the  deftruc- 
tion  of  a part  from  the  ulcerative  procefs 
becomes  a necelfary  confequence.  Hence 
chancres  can  feldom  or  never  experience 
this  happy  termination ; a folution  of  con- 
tinuity takes  place,  the  venereal  action, 
when  once  it  has  commenced,  continually 
increafes  and  multiplies  itfelf,  and  the  appli- 
cation of  a different  or  more  pow  erful  irrita- 
tion is  neceffary  to  deftroy  the  venereal  virus. 

i 

Satisfactory  as  this  mode  of  reafoning  may 
be  to  many,  yet  it  does  not  bring  conviction 
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to  the  minds  of  every  one.  Mr.  Bell,*  a 
writer  of  fome  celebrity*  afferts*  in  oppofi- 
tion  to  this  theory*  that  gonorrhoea  virulenta 
and  lues  venerea*  originate  from  two  diftindl 
fpecies  of  contagion  ; and  among  a variety 
of  arguments*  fome  of  the  following  are 
confidered  as  the  moft  important. 

1 . If  the  contagious  matter  of  gonorrhoea 
and  lues  was  the  fame*  the  latter  would 
more  frequently  occur  than  the  former* 
which  is  contrary  to  repeated  and  univerfal 
experience. 

2.  Admitting  this  morbid  poifon  to  be  the 
fame,  gonorrhoea*  in  a great  proportion  of 
cafes,  would  terminate  in  lues*  and  chancres 
in  gonorrhoea. 

3.  If  the  two  difeafes  were  of  the  fame 
nature,  and  arofe  from  the  fame  contagion* 

* Vide  Bell’s  Treatife  an  Gonorrhoea  Virulenta, 
and  Lues  Venerea. 
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they  would  have  appeared  nearly  at  the  fame 
time  in  every  country  to  which  the  infection 
had  been  carried.  Whereas  it  is  evident, 
from  hiftory,  'that  the  lues  venerea  was 
known  in  Europe  long  before  the  gonorrhoea 
virulenta. 

4.  In  various  parts  of  Scotland,  particu- 
larly in  fome  of  the  Highlands,  the  common 
people  have  for  a length  of  time  been  afflict- 
ed with  the  lues  venerea,  under  the  denomi- 
nation, in  fome  places,  of  yaws ; in  others, 
of  fibbens,  or  fivvens,  and  which  fall  retains 
its  original  form,  without  a fj ngle  inftance 
of  gonorrhoea  having  been  produced  by  it. 

“ Thefe  hiiborical  fadts  (Mr.  Bell  * re- 
marks) all  tend  to  prove,  that  where  only 
“ one  of  thefe  difeafes  has  been  imported  to 
<£  a particular  diftridl,  it  has  al  ways  remain- 
“ ed  diftindi,  without  producing  the  other, 
which  we  cannot  fuppofe  would  have  hap- 

i 

* Vide  Bell,  vol.  i.  page  35. 
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“ pencd  if  both  were  formed  by  the  fame 
“ contagion.” 


Tfaefe  obfervations,  however  ingenious, 
will  perhaps  be  found  not  altogether  incon- 
trovertible. 

I ft.  It  has  been  contended,  that  if  the 
contagious  poifon  of  gonorrhoea  virulenta, 
and  lues  venerea,  was  fpecifically  the  fame, 
the  latter  would  be  more  frequent  than  the 
former ; but  this  I conceive  only  demon- 
ftrates,  that  the  fecreting  furface  is  more 
eafily  irritated,  and  excited  into  a difeafed 
adtion,  than  the  non- fecreting  furface. 

2dly.  If  the  unity  of  the  venereal  virus 
be  admitted,  gonorrhoea,  it  has  been  remark- 
ed, ought  frequently  to  terminate  in  lues, 
and  lues  in  gonorrhoea ; but  this  cannot  be 
confidered  as  a neceflary  confequence  : for 
this  diverfity  of  difeafed  action  arifes,  not 
from  a difference  of  the  morbific  matter,  but 
is  occafioned  by  the  fame  poifon  operating 

on 
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on  two  diftindt  fubftances,  whofe  ftruclnre 
and  whofe  adtion  materially  differ  from  one 
another.  In  gonorrhoea  it  adts  on  a fecreting 
far  face,  and  produces  a difeafed  fecretion, 
and  the  ceffation  of  that  difcharge  is  a proof 
that  the  fource  of  infection  is  deftroyed. 

Sdly.  It  has  been  remarked,  that  gonor- 
rhoea vimlenta  was  not  difcovered  for  a con- 
fiderable  period  after  the  lues  venerea ; but 
it  does  not  follow,  that  gonorrhoea  vimlenta 
had  not  previoufly  exifted : it  only  proves 
it  was  confidered  rather  the'  fymptom  of 
fome  other  complaint  than  the  venereal, 
as  there  are  fever al  paffages  in  the  Greek 
and  Arabian  writers,  as  well  as  in  the  facred 
volumes,*  that  mention  a Ample  gonorrhoea, 
or  running  of  the  reins,  a complaint,  accord- 
ing to  Aftmc,f  coeval  with  the  human  race. 

\ 

4thly.  With  refpedl  to  the  fuppofition  of 
the  yaws  and  fbbens,  being  varieties  of  the 

- * Levit,  ch.  xv.  ver.  2 . f Ailruc,  Yen.  Bif.  b.  I ch.  4. 

lues 
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kies  venerea,  the  diflimilarity  of  thefe  difeafes 
in  many  circumftances,  is  very  apparent, 
vehich  we  fhall  endeavour  to  point  out  here- 
after.* 

5thly.  There  is  another  criterion  of  very 
confiderable  importance,  that  feems  to  have 
efcaped  the  notice  of  thofe  who  are  con- 
tending for  the  plurality  of  venereal  conta- 
gion. Many  and  innumerable  are  the  in- 
fiances  where  gonorrhoea  virulenta  and  lues 
venerea,  have  indifcriminately  been  produced 
from  the  fame  flock  of  infection.  Upon 
what  principle  can  this  apparent  contradic- 
tion be  explained  ? Can  we  fuppofe  the  ve- 
nereal contagion,  like  fome  chemical  fiib- 
fiances,  poifeffes  an  elective  attraction,  with 
which  the  conftitution  of  fome  more  power- 
fully combine  with  one  fpecies  of  the  conta- 
gion than  another  ? Or  is  it  not  more  rational 
to  afcribe  it  to  the  known  operation  of  a mor- 
bid poifon ; which  by  afling  on  different  fub- 

i 

* Vide  page  5 1 . 
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17 


\ 


fiances,  produces  different  effects,  and  not  to 
any  fpecific  difference  in  the  contagion  it- 
fe  If?* 

* i l - 

Dr.  Darwin, f in  his  Zoonomia,  has  fomc 
very  Angular  remarks  refpetfiing  the  pertuffis, 
or  chin-cough,  refembling  the  gonorrhoea 

* Dr.  Mitchill,  in  his  Remarks  ori  the  Gafcous 
Oxyd  of  Azote,  or  of  Nitrogene,  has  attempted  to  af- 
certain  the  true  effence  of  contagion,  and  to  explain 
the  phenomena  of  fever.  44  In  all  probability  much 
“ of  the  difference  obfervable  in  the  operation  of  dit« 
“ ferent  poifons,  arife  from  the  fenlibility,  irritability, 
i(  flrudure  and  fundions  of  the  parts  to  which  it  is  ap« 
4i  plied.  This  idea  at  lead  feems  to  be  countenanced  by 
44  what  we  obferve  in  the  fyphilitic  virus,  which,  when 
44  applied  to  a fecreting  furface,  caufes  gonorrhoea ; to  a 
64  dry  one,  chancre  ; to  a glandular  furface,  bubo.  Who 
44  knows  but  a fimilar  exciting  caufe  may,  by  operat- 
44  ing  on  the  conftitution  in  one  way,  produce  conti- 
44  nued,  in  another  remittent,  and  in  a third  inter- 
44  mittent  fevers,  which  in  reality  differ  from  each 
44  other  lets  in  their  caufes,  than  in  the  particular  part 
44  of  the  body  to  which  this  caufe  is  applied  r”  Vide 
Confederations  on  Faditious  Air,  Appendix,  No.  I. 
Part,  iv  and  v. 

f Vide  Zoonomia,  VoL  II.  cl.ii,  I,  3,  8. 
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venerea.  He  obferves,  that  they  are  both  r e- 
eeived  by  infection,  are  both  difeafes  of  the 
mucous  membrane,  and  are  both  generally 
cured  in  four  or  fix  weeks  without  medicine. 
If  ulcers  in  the  cellular  membrane,  under  the 
mucous  membrane  occur,  they  are  of  the 
phagsedenic  kind,  and  deftroy  the  patient  in 
both  difeafes,  if  no  medicine  be  adminiftered* 
Hence  the  cure  fhould  be  limilar  in  both  thefe 
difeafes,  firft  general  evacuations  and  diluents* 
and  afterwards  pills  formed  of  calomel, 
opium  and  rhubarb.  The  opium  promotes 
abforption  from  the  mucous  membrane,  the 
mercury  prevents  ulcers  being  formed,  or 
cures  them,  as  in  the  lues  venerea,  and  the 
rhubarb  is  neceffary  to  keep  the  bowels  open. 

The  infectious  property  of  both  thefe  dif- 
eafes, though  arifing  from  different  fources, 
will  not  be  denied,  and  that  they  are  difeafes 
of  the  mucous  membrane  is  generally  admit- 
ted : but  in  endeavouring  to  eftablifh  their 
fimilarity,  the  ingenious  author  feems  to  have 
fuffered  his  nfual  penetration  to  cfcape  him, 

when 


when  he  aflerts  that  ulcers  of  the  phagcedenio 
kind  are  produced  in  gonorrhoea,  as  well  as 
the  pertuffis,  and  that  both  difeafes  deftroy 
the  patient.  That  the  pertuffis,  in  various 
inftances,  has  proved  fatal,  is  beyond  contra- 
diction ; but  I believe  we  fliall  find  few,  if 
any  well  authenticated  cafes,  in  which  go- 
norrhoea terminated  in  the  deftru&ion  of  the 
patient.  From  very  accurate  diffe&ions  of 
the  urethrae  of  executed  criminals,*  labouring 
under  gonorrhoea,  nothing  like  this  phagae- 
denic  ulcer  has  ever  yet  been  difcovered. 

It  is  with  fome  degree  of  fiirprize  I ob- 
ferved  in  a very  recent  publication, f a revi- 
val of  thofe  opinions,  which  have  been  con- 
fidered  almoft  obfolete  ; it  is  there  remarked 
that  gonorrhoea  is  invariably  attended  with 
ulcerations  in  the  urethra.  Various  autho- 
rities are  quoted  by  this  gentleman  in  fupport 

# Hunter,  on  Venereal  Difeafe,  page  30. 
t Whateley’s  Practical  Obfervatians  on  the  Cure  of 
Gonorrhoea  Virui.  page  12. 
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of  the  accuracy  of  his  opinion,  but  moft  of 
thofe  authorities  are  of  a date  anterior  to  the 
period  when  any  difference  on  this  fubjedt 
prevailed.  The  late  Dr.  Hunter,  about  the 
year  1749,  difcovered  “ that  matter  may  be 
formed  without  breach  of  fubftance  fmce 
that  period  various  opportunities  have  pre- 
fented  themfelves,  and  prove  the  corredinefs 
of  this  obfervation.  Mr.  J.  Hunter  has  ex- 
amined “ the  urethra  of  many  who,  at  the 
time  of  their  death,  had  a gonorrhoea,  yet  he 
never  found  a fore  in  any ; but  always  ob~ 
ferved  that  the  urethra,  near  the  glans,  was 
more  blood-fhot  than  ufual,  and  the  lacunas 
were  often  filled  with  matter.”* 

« 

Ulcerations  may  occafionally  take  place  in 
the  urethra,  as  well  as  in  other  parts  of  the 
body,  as  obferved  by  Dr.  Baillie,  in  his  Mor- 
bid Anatomy  (page  227)  : but  then  we  have 

little  or  no  proof  of  its  being  occafioned  by 

/ 

* Venereal  Difeafe,  page  30. 
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gonorrhoea,  as  the  ulcerative  procefs  may  be 
produced  from  the  irritation  of  calculi,  bou- 
gies, ftriCtures,  acrid  injections,  or  a general 
difeafed  ftate  of  the  urethra. 

In  the  treatment  of  gonorrhoea  Ihave  but 
little  to  remark,  as  the  faline  fubftances  do 
not  appear  to  have  been  fo  ftrenuoufly  recom- 
mended in  this  fpecies  of  the  diforder ; and 
more  particularly  as  I was  anxious  to  try  the 
antidotal  power  of  thefe  fubftances  in  lues, 
I have  not  been  very  folicitous  in  profecuting 
this  part  of  the  fubjeCt. 

I have  generally  found  a few  aperient  and 
febrifuge  medicines,  exhibited  previous  to  the 
ufe  of  a faturnine  or  vitriolic  injection,  have 
had  the  happieft  effeCh 

, A.  ' ■ * * .t  • - ■ . * 

Although  the  cure  of  gonorrhoea  is  often 
effected  without  much  difficultv,  yet  cafes 
do  not  unfrequently  occur,  where  this  fpecies 
of  the  difeafe  is  fucceeded  by  tedious  and 
troublefome  fleets.  It  is  a matter  of  fome 
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difficulty  to  afcertain  the  precife  period* 
when  the  infectious  and  malignant  difcharge 
of  a gonorrhoea  ceafes,  and  the  innoxious 
flux  of  a gleet  commences : probably  the  cef- 
fation  of  the  inflammatory  lymptoms  may 
be  confidered  as  the  belt,  but  it  is  not  a cer- 
tain diagnofls.  A gleet  may  be  confidered 
as  a local  difeafe,  unconnected  with  the  lyf- 
tem  in  general ; the  prevalent  idea  of  its  ori- 
ginating from  debility  and  relaxation,  has 
been  very  ably  combated,  and  very  juftly  re- 
jected, as  well  as  the  fallacy  of  applying  the 
laws  of  inanimate  matter  to  explain  thofe 
connected  with  animated  bodies. 

The  fuccefsful  treatment  of  gleets  is  more 
likely  to  be  accomplished  by  ftimulants  than 
aftringents  or  fedatives,  as  it  is  not  impro- 
bable the  difeafe  may  be  more  connected 
with  deficient  venous  abforption,  than  an 
increafed  arterial  exhalation.  With  a view 
of  exciting  one  irritation  to  deftroy  another, 
and  to  increafe  the  powers  of  abforption,  I 
have  lately  employed  the  muriatic  acid  with 

very 
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very  confiderable  fuccefs,  in  the  proportion, 
of  forty  drops  of  the  acid,  to  four  ounces  of 
diftilled  water,  to  be  ufed  as  an  injection 
three  or  four  times  in  the  day.  The  propor- 
tion of  the  acid  to  be  increafed  or  diminiflied, 
according  to  circumftances.  On  a firmlar 
principle  bougies  may  be  employed  with 
advantage,  either  alone,  or  when  they  are 
fmeared  with  fome  ftimulating  ointment, 
one  drachm  of  the  hydrargyms  nitratus  ru- 
ber finely  levigated,  mixed  with  an  ounce  of 
any  fimple  unguent,  forms  a very  ufeful  ap- 
plication. 

When  the  venereal  virus  by  abforption, 
has  contaminated  the  iyftem,  it  hath  gene- 
rally been  denominated  the  lues  venerea. 

Having  briefly  defcribed  the  principal  ly~ 
philitic  complaints,  it  may  not  be  improper 
to  give  a concife  history  of  the  oxygenous 
fubftances  recommended  for  their  removal, 
and  of  thofe  conjectures  that  may  be  fup- 
poled  to  have  led  to  their  adoption, 
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Mr.  Scott,*  of  Bombay,  in  endeavouring 
to  investigate  the  properties  of  the  bile,  a fe- 
eretion  well  known  to  be  connected  with 
many  of  the  difeafes  of  the  warm  climates  ; 
and  to  afcertain,  if  poffible,  by  what  means 
the  oxyds  of  mercury  are  fo  fmgularly  quali- 
fied for  removing  hepatic  complaints,  had 
recourfe  to  the  following  experiment.  A 
drachm  of  the  bile  of  a buffalo,  after  being 
carefully  feparated  from  its  foda,  and  from 
the  lymphatic  matter  with  which  it  is  united, 
was  put  into  a veffel  with  half  a drachm 
of  the  red  calx  of  mercury,  and  ten  or  twelve 
ounces  of  water ; upon  the  mixture  being 
heated,  he  was  furprifed  to  obferve  the  bafe 
of  the  bile  had  acquired  a remarkable  increafe 
of  folubility,  and  which  was  attributed  to 
the  oxygenation  of  the  refin  by  the  pure  air 
of  the  calx. 

•>  • 

All  the  calces  of  mercury  are  known  to 

* Vide  Considerations  on  Factitious  Airs;  by  T. 
Beddoes,  M.  D.  and  J.  Watt,  Engineer.  Appendix, 
Ki).  II.  part  4—5. 
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contain  a quantity  of  pure  air,  but  hitherto 
it  had  not  been  made  evident,  that  the  effect 
of  mercurv  in  difeafes  of  the  liver,  or  in  other 
maladies  depended  on  the  extrication  of  oxy- 
gene  and  not  on  the  metal  itlelf.  To  deter- 
mine this  point,  the  nitric  acid  was  the  firft 
fubftance  employed,  being  known  to  contain 
about  four  parts  of  vital  air  united  to  one  of 
azote,  with  a certain  proportion  of  water. 
Mr.  Scott  himfelf,  was  the  fubjed  of  the  firft 
experiment,  having  fuffered  much  from  a 
liver  complaint.  On  the  eleventh  of  Sep- 
tember he  began  taking  one  drachm  of  the 
nitric  acid  diluted  with  water,  this  quantity 
was  continued  daily  to  the  feventh  day, 
when  he  experienced  fuch  a confiderable  im- 
provement in  his  health,  that  he  defifted 
from  taking  any  more  of  the  acid.  The 
fame  remedy  has  been  adminiftered  to  many, 
who  had  taken  mercury  for  hepatic  obftruc- 
tions  without  fuccefs  ; invariably  has  it  been 
attended  with  the  moil  agreeable  conse- 
quences. Several  people  who  were  much  re- 
duced by  tedious  interroittcnts,  have  been 

oxygenated 


oxygenated  with  the  happiest  effect*  that 
kind  of  fever  being  often  connected  with  a 
difeafed  liver  or  fpleen. 

This  foccefs  produced  an  anxiety  to  know 
whether  or  not  the  nitric  acid  would  eradi- 
cate the  various  fymptoms  of  fyphilis.  In 
the  removal  of  this  complaint*  Mr,  Scott  in- 
forms us*  he  has  been  equally  fortunate. 
From  extenfive  experience  of  the  good  ef- 
fects of  the  nitric  acid  in  lues,  he  is  perfuaded 
it  is  not  lefs  effe&ual  than  mercury,  in  re- 
moving that  difeafe,  in-  all  its  forms,  and  in 
every  ftage  of  its  continuance.  In  fome  in- 
ftances  it  has  even  fuperior  powers,  for  he 
iucceeded  completely  with  the  acid  in  cafes, 
where  mercury,  adminiftered  both  in  India 
and  in  Europe,  for  years  together,  had  failed. 

Mr,  Cruickfhank*  is  likewife  difpofed  to 
attribute  the  good  effects  of  the  different 

* Vide  Cafes  of  the  Diabetes  Mellitus,  with  the  ie~ 
fult  of  the  trial  of  certain  acids  in  the  treatment  of 
lues  venerea  by  J.  Rollo,  M.  D.  and  W.  Cruickfhank, 
Surgeon. 
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mercurial  preparations,  to  their  combination 
with  oxygene,  and  that  their  antifyphilitic 
quality  was  dependant  on  the  extrication  of 
this  principle  ; a fuggeftion  he  ingenuoufly 
acknowledges  to  have  derived  from  Dr,  Gir- 
tanner  of  Goettingen.* 

Subftances  known  to  contain  a large  pro- 
portion of  oxygene  were  employed,  fuch  as 
the  nitrous,  oxygenated,  muriatic,  and  citric 
acids.  Though  the  bafes  of  thefe  are  dif- 
ferent, yet  they  all  abound  with  oxygene  ; 
if  the  effect  therefore,  produced  on  the  dif- 
eafe  and  the  fyftem,  was  fimilar,  it  was  a 
ftrong  prefumptive  proof  that  this  falutary 
operation  muft  depend  on  the  extrication  of 
the  oxygenous  principle. 

f Dr.  Girtanner,  in  aligning  the  caufe  of  irritability 
to  the  influence  of  oxygene,  has  incurred  the  cenfure 
of  fome,  for  affuming  to  himfelf  a difcovery  which  had 
been  previoufly  made  known  by  Dr.  Godwyn ; who 
has  fatisfa&orily  fhewn,  that  oxygene  combines  with 
the  blood  during  refpiration,  and  that  its  irritating  pro- 
perty is  dependant  on  that  principle.  Vide  Godwyn’s 
Connexion  of  Life  with  Refpiration. 
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Several  cafes  were  felefted  with  primary 
and  fecondary  affections  ; fuch  as  were 
ifrongly  and  decifively  marked ; and  where  no 
mercurial  remedies  had  been  employed.  To 
fome  the  nitrous  acid  was  given,  to  others 
the  oxygenated  muriatic,  or  the  muriate  of 
pot-afh.  In  every  inftance,  we  are  informed, 
that  the  exhibition  of  thefe  remedies  was  at- 
tended with  the  moft  permanent  fuccefs. 

Mr.  Criiickfhank  remarks,  that  thefe  re- 
medies produce  their  falutary  effeCts  without 
occafioning  any  thing  like  mercurial  faliva- 
tlon.  In  Mr.  Scott’s  experiment,  falivation, 
we  are  informed,  very  like  the  mercurial,  was 
a eonftant  and  invariable  effeCt.  Can  the 
difference  of  climate  account  for  effeCts  fo 
widely  different  ? Or  is  it  not  more  probable 
that  the  temporary  forenefs  of  the  gums  and 
adjacent  parts,  occafioned  by  the  acid,  was 
miffaken  for  that  peculiar  aClion  on  the  fa- 
livary  glands,  which  mercury,  under  certain 

circumftances,  never  fails  to  produce  ? 

' ' , • * i 
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A variety  of  fuccefsful  cafes  are  fubjoined 
by  Mr,  Gruickfhank,  in  teftimony  of  the  fu- 
perior  efficacy  of  thefe  remedies,  from  va- 
rious refpeCtable  practitioners. 

What  a pleafing  and  gratifying  account 
are  we  here  prefented  with,  of  the  removal 
of  one  of  the  moft  difaftrous  complaints  that 
can  afflid;  mankind,  by  remedies  fo  mild,  and 
apparently  fo  infallible.  Happy  lliould  I be, 
could  I join  in  acknowledging  fo  invalu- 
able a difcovery.  Solicitous,  however,  only 
for  the  promulgation  of  truth,  I have  ven- 
tured to  make  known  the  refu.lt  of  that  ex- 
perience, which  unfortunately  deprives  me 
of  the  fatisfaCtion  to  be  expected  from  fiich 
a conviction. 

In  a variety  of  inftances,  the  failure  of  the 
oxygenous  plan  hath  been  but  too  evident ; 
yet  as  the  multiplication  of  cafes  that  are 
nearly  fimilar,  can  anfwcr  no  ufeful  purpofe, 
a few  will  be  feleCted,  that  appeared  more 
decidedly  to  afeertain  this  point.  To  thofe 
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who  have  perufed  the  very  able  and  fatisfao 
tory  account  of  thefe  remedies,  by  Mr.  Blair,^ 
any  additional  obfervations  may  appear  al- 
most fuperfluous  ; but  as  the  minds  of  many 
practitioners  are  {till  divided  on  this  inte- 
refling  fubjeCt,  in  an  invefligation  fo  im- 
portant as  the  reiloration  of  health,  or  the 
correction  of  error,  the  fmalleft  progreffion 
towards  attaining  that  defirable  end,  will  not, 
I truit,  be  confidered  altogether  unworthy 
the  public  attention.  By  candidly  collecting 
the  accumulated  mafs  of  evidence,  we  lhall 
be  enabled  fairly  to  appreciate  the  refpeCtive 
merit  of  the  old  and  the  new  remedies. 

In  the  treatment  of  the  fubfequent  cafes, 
the  inftruCtions  of  Mr.  Cruickfhank,  as  far 
as  circumftances  would  permit,  were  care- 
fully attended  to. 

\ 

f'  Blair’s  Eilays  on  the  Venereal  Difeafe, 
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CASE  L 

Experiment ) with  the  Nitrous  Acid . 

THE  fir  ft  cafe  that  afforded  an  opportun- 
ity of  trying  the  efficacy  of  the  nitrous  acid, 
was  that  of  W.  P.  aged  30  years.  He  had 
two  large  deep  feated  well  marked  chancres, 
on  the  right  fide  of  the  glans  penis,  near  the 
frrenum,  attended  with  a phymofis  and  an 
incipient  bubo.  June  20th  he  began  taking 
a meafured  drachm  and  a half  of  the  fuming 
nitrous  acid,  diluted  with  a quart  of  water ; 
this  quantity  was  taken  in  the  courfe  of 
twenty-four  hours,  and  repeated  ddily.  The 
chancres  were  dreffed  with  the  white  cerate, 
and  the  prepuce  kept  conftantly  moiftened 
with  a faturnine  lotion.  June  28th,  the  acid 
had  been  gradually  augmented  to  two 
drachms  and  a half;  no  amendment  was 
perceived  in  the  chancres,  and  the  enlarge- 
ment of  the  inguinal  gland  was  daily  increaf- 
ing.  July  15th,  the  bubo  had  fuppurated  and 
difcharged  freely ; the  acid  had  by  degrees 
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been  increafed  to  three  drachms.  His  ap^ 
petite  and  general  health  were  tolerably  good ; 
the  acid  had  produced  a forenefs  and  tender- 
nefs  iii  the  gums,  but  no  ^ptyalifm.  The 
chancres  were  now  become  very  trouble  - 
fome,  and  had  fpread  over  the  greater  part  of 
the  glands.  July  30th,  at  this  time  both  the 
chancres,  and  the  ruptured  lips  of  the  bubo, 
affirmed  fuch  a very  unfavourable  appear- 
ance, that  I was  determined  to  abandon  the 
acid,  and  to  have  recourfe  to  mercury.  One 
drachm  of  the  unguentum  hydrargyri  fortius 
was  rubbed  into  the  thighs  every  night  and 
morning.  The  chancres  were  cautioufly 
touched  with  argentum  nitratum,  and  dreffed 
with  a mercurial  ointment.  This  plan  was 
perfevered  in  for  about  fix  weeks,  when  he 
was  perfectly  relieved  from  every  fvphilitic 
fvmptom. 

* X \ 

Cafe  II.  The  wife  of  a reputable  tradef- 
man,  aged  25  years,  from  the  imprudence  of. 
her  hufband,  contracted  the  venereal  dif- 
eafe,  attended  with  the  following  fymptoms: 
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an  extenfive  •ulceration  on  the  right  labium 
pudendorum,  an  enlargement  of  the  inguinal 
gland  on  the  fame  fide,  confi derable  difcharge 
and  much  ardor  urines.  Partly  from  igno- 
rance of  the  nature  of  her  complaint,  and 
partly  from  motives  of  delicacy,  fhe  had  for 
fome  time  neglefted  feeking  relief.  On  July 
6th,  fhe  was  requefted  to  take  one  drachm 
and  a half  of  the  nitrous  acid,  diluted  in  a 
quart  of  water,  and  the  fame  quantity  to  be 
repeated  daily.  July  21  ft,  the  acid  was  in- 
creafed  to  two  drachms,  the  bubo  approach- 
ing fo  near  a ftate  of  fuppuration,  a warm 
linfeed  poultice  ,w?as  advifed  to  be  applied ; 
two  days  afterwards  it  broke  and  difeharged 
a confiderable  quantity  of  purulent  well 
digefted  matter.  July  20th,  within  thefe 
two  or  three  days  chancrous  ulcerations  have 
made  their  appearance  on  the  oppofite  labium 
pudendorum.  Auguft  the  15th,  every  fy- 
philitic  fymptom  is  increafed ; fhe  became 
very  impatient  and  much  diflatisfied.  Be- 
fpairing  of  fuccefs  from  this  mode,  I was  de- 
termined to  adopt  another.  The  acid  wras 
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omitted,  and  two  grains  of  calomel  m adc 
into  a pill,  were  given  every  night  and  morn- 
ing ; the  chancres  and  bubo  were  occafion- 
ally  touched  with  argentum  nitratum,  and 
drcffed  with  a mild  mercurial  ointment. 
Auguft  20th,  tormented  with  pain  in  the- 
bowels,  and  troublefome  diarrhoea ; the  baric 
and  aftringcnt  medicines  were  exhibited  with 
effeCt.  September  the  5th,  forenefs  and 
tendernefs  in  the  gums,  but  very  little  in- 
creafed  flow  of  the  faliva.  The  lips  of  the 
bubo,  which  had  been  fo  long  hardened  and 
encrufled,  are  now  nearly  healed ; the 
chancrous  ulcerations  are  daily  mending  and 
contracting  in  fize.  The  calomel  was  con- 
tinued in  fmall  dofes,  till  the  fecond  week  in 
OCtober.  Every  fyphilitic  fymptom  was 
eradicated,  and  Die  was  reftored  to  perfeCi 
health. 

Cafe  III.  The  hufband  of  the  perfon  whole 
narrative  was  the  fubjeCt  of  the  immediately 
preceding  cafe,  had  feveral  chancres  on  the 
glans  penis,  and  infide  of  the  prepuce,  and 
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a bubo  which  had  fuppurated.  The  nitrous 
acid  was  taken  by  him  in  a much  larger 
quantity,  and  for  a greater  length  of  time, 
without  experiencing  the  fmalleft  advantage 
from  it : and  he  was  finally  relieved  by  a 
mercurial  courie. 

Cafe  IV.— Mr.  H.  applied  to  me  with  two 
extenfive  chancres  on  the  glans  penis,  one 
on  each  fide  near  the  froenum,  and  an  enlarge- 
ment of  the  right  inguinal  gland,  approach® 
ing  almofl:  to  fuppuration.  A large  deep 
feated  ulcer  appeared  on  each  of  the  tonfils, 
and  the  pofterior  part  of  the  fauces,  was 
much  inflamed.  The  forenefs  in  his  throat 
he  had  felt  for  lome  months,  and  confidered 
it  as  the  relics  of  a former  venereal  complaint 
imperfectly  cured.  The  chancres  were  re- 
cently acquired.  Augufl:  the  25th,  three 
drachms  of  the  nitrous  acid,  diluted  with  a 
proportionable  quantity  of  w'ater,  were  ex- 
hibited, and  repeated  daily  till  September  the 
13th.  The  chancres  were  drefled  with 
white  cerate,  as  well  as  the  bubo,  which  had 
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fuppurated.  September  20th,  he  now  com- 
plained  of  intolerable  forenefs  about  his  gums 
and  fauces,  and  being  ferioully  alarmed  fof 
the  fafety  of  his  teeth  (as  the  enamel  was 
much  corroded),  it  was  with  difficulty  I 
could  prevail  on  him  to  perfift  in  the  ufe  of 
the  acid  a little  longer.  He,  however,  with 
fome  reludlance  complied,  and  he  continued 
the  ufe  of  it  till  October  7*  About  this  time 
he  complained  of  nodiurnal  pains,  particu- 
larly in  the  tibiae  ; eruptions  were  making 
their  appearance  on  the  furface  of  the  body, 
which  ftrongly  refemhled  venereal  blotches. 

Making  no  progrefs  towards  a recovery, 
and  the  diforder  gradually  increafmg,  I wTas 
not  lefs  anxious  about  my  own  reputation 
than  his  fafety.  At  this  melancholy  crifis  it 
was  a happy  confolation  to  know,  there  ftill 
exifted  a remedy,  the  fpecific  quality  of 
which  Hands,  I believe,  uncontroverted  ; I 
had  immediate  recourfe  to  it,  and  adopted 
that  mode  which,  of  all  others,  I confider 
not  only  the  moil  expeditious,  but  the  moll 
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permanent,  viz.  mercurial  inunction.  One 
drachm  of  the  unguentum  hydrargyri  for- 
tius was  directed  to  be  rubbed  into  the  infide 
of  the  thigh  every  night  and  morning  ; the 
throat  was  fumigated  with  hydrargyrus  ful- 
phuratus  ruber,  and  the  occafional  applica- 
tion of  a foliation  of  hydrargyrus  muriatus 
cum  melle  rofe  ; the  chancres  were  drefled 
with  argentum  nitratum,  and  a mild  mer- 
curial ointment.  This  plan  was  perfifted  in 
for  about  fix  wreeks,  a gentle  ptyalifm  was 
ftill  kept  up,  but  a profufe  falivation  cau- 
tioufly  avoided.  I have  feldom  experienced 
a cafe  that  produced  more  anxiety,  or  one 
that  terminated  more  happily. 

Experiments  with  Oxygenated  Muriatic  Acid , 

Cafe  V.—W.  H.  had  a deep  feated  well 
marked  chancre  near  the  centre  of  the  glans 
penis,  and  an  enlargement  in  both  inguinal 
glands.  July  the  20th,  he  was  requefted  to 
take  ten  drops  of  the  oxygenated  muriatic  acid 
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four  times  a day  in  a glafs  of  water ; the 
chancre  was  dreffed  with  a Ample  ointment; 
the  bubo  on  the  left  fide  was  difperfed,  that 
on  the  right  fuppnrated.  July  30th,  the 
acid  had  been  gradually  augmented  to  forty 
drops,  three  times  a day.  The  dimenfion  of 
the  chancre  is  confiderably  increafed  ; the 
bubo  difcharges  kindly  and  looks  well.  Au- 
guft  the  lQth,  the  bubo  was  nearly  healed, 
but  the  chancrous  ulceration  was  extending 
itfelf  very  rapidly.  Auguft  25th,  defpairing 
of  fuccefs  from  this  mode  of  treatment,  the 
acid  was  omitted,  and  mercurial  frictions  re- 
commended, with  the  occafional  ufe  of  the 
argentum  nitratum  to  the  chancre.  This 
plan  was  continued  till  October  jrth,  when 
every  unpleafant  fymptom  was  completely 

removed. 

^ 

Cafe  VI. — Mr,  C.  applied  to  me,  with  ex- 
tenfive  venereal  fores  on  the  glans  and  pre- 
puce, attended  with  a troublefome  phymofis. 
July  llth,  ten  drops  of  the  oxygenated  mu- 
riatic acid  were  taken  four  times  a day  ; the 
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fores  were  dreflecf  with  white  cerate,  and  the 
prepuce  kept  conflantly  moiftened  with  a 
faturnme  lotion.  This  plan  was  perfevered 
in  for  more  than  a month,  the  dofe  of  the 
acid  haying  been  gradually  increafed  to  forty 
drops  four  times  a day.  The  fyftem  during 
this  period  ought  to  have  been  fufiiciently 
oxygenated,  to  have  produced  fome  favour- 
able change,  yet  no  fenfible  advantage  was 

effected.  The  mercurial  fridtions,  with  the 

\ 

external  application  of  argentum  nitratum, 
was  afterwards  fuccefsfully  employed. 


. Experiments  with  Oxygenated  Muriate  of 

Potajh . 


Cafe  VII. —Mr.  H.  had  feveral  deep  feated 
venereal  fores  on  the  glans,  attended  with  a 
painful  phymofis,  and  an  incipient  bubo. 
September  the  3d,  three  grains  of  the  mu- 
riate of  potafh  were  directed  to  be  taken 
four  times  a day,  the  white  cerate  and  fatur- 
nine  lotion  to  be  applied  to  the  affedted 

D 4 parts. 


I 


8 


40 


parts.  September  the  28th,  he  had  now 
taken  the  muriate  for  more  than  three 
weeks,  having  progreflively  increafed  the 
dofe  to  thirty-fix  grains  in  the  day.  The 
inflammation  of  the  prepuce  was  confider- 
» ably  abated,  and  the  bubo  nearly  difperfed, 
but  no  amendment  was  perceived  in  the 
chancres,  on  the  contrary,  they  were  in- 
creafed in  number  and  extent.  He  was, 
however,  requefted  to  perfift  another  fort- 
night in  the  ufe  of  this  medicine  ; he  com- 
plied, but  with  no  better  fuccefs.  Expe- 
riencing fo  little  encouragement,  1 was  anxi- 
ous  to  try  the  efficacy  of  another  remedy. 
Odiober  1 2th,  he  defifted  from  taking  any 
of  the  muriate,  and  mercurial  fridtions  were 
recommended : which  with  the  ufe  of  the 
argentum  nitratum,  were  continued  till  the 
third  week  in  November,  and  attended  with 
the  happieft  effedt. 

Cafe  VIII. — The  latter  end  of  Auguft  a 
gentleman  applied  for  the  relief  of  fome  un~ 
pleafant  copper- coloured  eruptions,  about 

the 
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the  face,  forehead,  and  roots  of  the  hair, 
and  on  various  parts  of  the  body,  attended 
with  occafional  pains  in  the  limbs,  more  par- 
iicularly  in  the  tibias  : upon  the  centre  of 
the  right  tibia,  there  was  an  evident  enlarge- 
ment ; his  appetite  and  general  health  were 
much  impaired.  As  little  doubt  could  be 
■ entertained  but  that  thefe  eruptions  and  noc- 
turnal pains  owed  their  origin  to  a fyphilitic 
fource,  I was  happy  in  having  an  opportu- 
nity of  trying  the  efficacy  of  the  muriate  in 
the  fecondary  affections.  September  2d, 
fix  grains  of  the  muriate  of  potaffi  were 
taken  four  times  a day.  September  ] 2th, 
the  muriate  had  been  gradually  increafed  to 
forty  grains  in  the  day  ; this  quantity  was 
eonllantly  and  invariably  perfifled  in  till  Oc- 
tober 28,  Fie  occafionally  complained  of 
immoderate  third:,  and  fevere  pains  in  the 
inteftines  ; his  general  health  and  appetite, 
which  had  been  fo  much  impaired,  are  greatly 
improved,  but  the  eruptions,  the  exoftofis, 
and  the  nodturnal  pains,  ftill  remain  undi- 
miniffied.  The  muriate  was  continued  till 

November 
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November  loth,  without  producing  any  fa- 
vourable alteration.  Deliberating  on  the 
propriety  of  profecuting  this  plan,  or  purfu- 
ing  another,  I adopted  the  latter,  from  a 
con vidlion  of  the  inefficacy  of  this  mode. 
An  important  point  however  had  been  ob- 
tained ; he  had  acquired  a confide rable  in- 
creafe  of  corporeal  ftrength,  which  enabled 
him  to  combat  the  debilitating  effect  of  a 
remedy,  I no  longer  hefitated  to  recommend. 
November  1 2th,  he  was  directed  to  rub  one 
drachm  of  unguentum  hydrargyri  fortius 
into  the  thighs  every  night  and  morning. 
December  12tb,  the  eruptions  were  more 
paiid,  and  the  exofrofis  evidently  diminifhed 
in  fize  ; a profufe  falivation  coming  on,  the 
morning  friSions  were  omitted.  January 
2 2d,  he  was  compleatly  relieved  from  the 
eruptions,  the  exoftofis,  and  the  nodturnal 
pains,  after  having  for  fome  time  continued 
the  ufe  of  the  decoctum  farfaparillse  compo- 
fitum.  A cafe  more  ftrongly  illuftrative  of 
the  fuperior  efficacy  of  one  remedy  compared 
with  another,  does  not  often  occur. 
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Thefe  are  fome  of  the  experiments  infti- 
tuted  with  a view,  either  of  confirming  or 
rejecting  a practice  which  I am  apprehenfive 
is  interefting,  more  from  its  novelty  than  real 

When  men  of  acknowledged  talent,  lite- 
rary as  well  as  profeffional,  men  too  of  high 
integrity,  communicate  to  the  world  a more 
fuccefsful  mode  of  eradicating  difeafe,  their 
inftrudtions  are  liftened  to  with  attention, 
and  purfued  with  pleafure.  Totally  to  deny 
the  efficacy  of  the  oxygenous  fubftances, 
■when  deriving  their  authority  from  fuch  a 
fource,  would  be  as  illiberal  as  it  is  unjuft ; 
but  when  fadts  are  oppofed  to  fadts,  it  is  dif- 

i 

flcult  to  reconcile  opinions  militating  fo 
ftrongly  one  againft  another  : it  is  like  a pa» 
radoxical  problem,  that  can  only  be  folved 
by  a candid  and  patient  inveftigation. 

It  has  been  remarked  that  mercury,  as 
well  as  the  remedies  under  confideration, 
eradicate  fyphilis,  by  exciting  a new  adtion 
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so  the  fyftem  ; in  confequence  of  which  the 
fyphilitic  one  is  fufpended,  and  this  fuipenilon 
v being  continued  for  a fufficient  length  of 
time,  the  whole  of  the  virus,  from  the  change 
which  the  fluids  naturally  undergo,  is  at 
length  completely  expelled.  Agreeably  to 
this  theory,  the  efFeds,  both  of  mercury  and 
the  faline  fubftances,  are  attributed  to  the 
developement  of  oxygene.  Admitting  this 
explanation  to  be  cone <9:,  I am  apprehend ve 
we  fhali  ftill  have  many  difficulties  to  en- 
counter, if  we  aferibe  the  modus  agendi  of 
mercury  and  the  acids  to  one  and  the  fame 
caufe* 

If  th  is  peculiar  irritation  be  excited  by 
the  extrication  of  oxygene,  and  its  falutary 
efFeds  are  dependant  on  that  principle,  why 
not  exhibit  it  in  the  form  of  vital  air  ? as 
the  quantity  of  oxygene  may  be  more  ac- 
curately afeertained,  by  being  Ids  encum- 
bered with  various  combinations,  than  the 
fuhftanees  under  confi  deration ; it  would 
likewife  have  the  advantage  of  a ding  more 
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diredtly  on  the  fyftem,  and  thereby  operating 
more  powerfully  and  more  fuccefsfully.  On 
this  principle,  it  may  be  afferted  every  fub- 
ftance,  capable  of  .exciting  an  irritation  in 
the  fyftem,  may  be  advantageoufly  employ- 
ed in  eradicating  iyphilis,  the  fallacy  of  en- 
tertaining fuch  an  opinion  is  fufficiently  ob- 
vious. That  the  exhibition  of  mercury  oc- 
cafions  an  irritation,  fui  generis,  is  univerfallv 
admitted  : but  how  different  is  the  effedt  of 
that  irritation  when  produced  by  the  faline 
fubffances.  They  have  never,  as  far  as  I 
have  had  an  opportunity  of  obferving,  been 
attended  with  that  increafed  adlion  of  the 
falivary  glands,  coppery  taffe  and  fetid 
breath  : nor  is  their  mode  of  adlion  Ids  dif- 
ferent than  their  effedts. 

It  is  difficult  to  account  for  the  different 
fuccefs  produced  by  the  fame  remedies  upon 
difeafes,  apparently  originating  from  fimilar 
fources  of  contagion : but  it  is  not  impro- 
bable w7e  have  fuffered  ourfelves  to  be  de- 
ceived, in  haflily  confidering  every  dife.afed 
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appearance  about  the  genitals,  and  neigh- 
bouring parts,  as  connected  with  lues  ve- 
nerea. In  the  greater  number  of  instances, 
perhaps  our  conjectures  are  not  ill  founded  ; 
but  I am  fully  perfuaded,  that  cafes  do  not 
unfrequently  occur,  where  fuch  appearances 
indifputably  proceed  from  other  caufes. 
From  not  diferiminating  fo  accurately  as  we 
ought,  the  different  difeafed  aCtions  thefe 
parts  are  capable  of  affuming,  we  attach  fpe~ 
cific  properties  to  fubftances,  to  which  it  is 
probable  they  are  not  entitled. 

ImprefTed  with  the  neceffity  of  minutely 
attending  to  this  diftinCtion,  I fhall  make  a 
few  curfory  remarks,  and  produce  fome  au- 
thorities in  confirmation  of  fuch  an  opinion ; 
being  anxious  to  point  out  the  difference  be- 
tween morbid  poifons  notorioufly  known* 
and  others  which,  though  evidently  diftinCl, 
have  ufually  been  confounded.  This  inte- 

refting  inquiry  was  originally  inftituted  by 

» 

Mr.  Hunter,  and  hath  fmee  been  profecuted 
with  much  labour  and  ingenuity  by  Dr. 

Adams* 
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Adams,*  who  has  thrown  a c Guilder  able  por- 
tion of  light  on  a fubjedt  hitherto  involved 
in  much  obfeurity. 

For  a morbid  poifon  to  exert  its  full  in- 
fluence, the  fubjedt  that  receives  it  muft  be 
fufceptible  of  the  difeafed  adtion.  This 
fufeeptibility,  in  the  greater  number  of  in- 
fiances,  is  confined  to  difiindt  fpecies  of  anl- 
mals,  as  the  mange  to  dogs,  the  rot  to  fheep, 
the  murrain  to  cattle,  and  an  infinite  va- 
riety to  man.  The  hydrophobia  from  the 
canine  vims,  and  the  recent  introduction  of 
the  vaccine  contagion,  are  perhaps  the  only 
exceptions  to  this  general  law.  But  all  men, 
and  probably  other  animals,  are  not  fufcep- 
tible of  the  poifons  peculiar  to  their  fpecies. 
Some  men  pafs  through  life  without  feeling 
the  effedts  of  the  variolous  infedtion  ; others 
efcape  that  of  the  venereal,  although  ex- 
pofed  to  it  as  much  as  the  greateft  fufiferers. 
Many  are  fufceptible  at  one  time,  and  not  at 

* Vide  Adams’s  Obfervations  on  morbid  Poifons* 
Phagedena,  and  Cancer, 
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another.  Others  again  have  fhewn  a fuft 
ceptibility  of  the  local,  and  not  of  the  con- 
ftitutional  infection,  or  no  confequent  dif- 
pofition  to  the  difeafe  has  been  produced  by 
abforption. 

Moft  of  thofe  morbid  poifons  which  pro- 
duce their  effects  by  a critical  fever,  as  the 
fm alb  pox,  meailes,  and  many  infectious  fe- 
vers, are  productive  of  a certain  change  that 
renders  the  conftitution  no  longer  fufeep- 
tible  of  a fecond  attack.  But  thofe  morbid 
poifons,  which  occafion  difeafed  actions  w ith- 
out any  critical  termination,  as  the  venereal, 
do  not  enable  the  conftitution  to  refill:  the 
fufeeptibility  of  their  influence.  Hence  the 
frequent  occurrence  of  the  venereal  difeafe 
from  frefh  infection. 

t \ ^ 

¥ 

“ When  the  cuticle  is  broken  (Dr.  Adams 
obferves),  or  is  particularly  thin,  the  effect 
“ of  morbid  poifons  is  much  more  certain. 

# Vide  Adams’s  Obfervations,  page  64. 
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It  even  appears  that  the  healthy  fecretiom 
“ of  one  perfon  may,  when  applied  under 
c<r  thefe  circumflances,  prove  deleterious  to 

“ another/5 

\ 

After  defcribing  no  lefs  than  nine  different 
ulcers  of  the  penis,  which  Celfus*  diftin- 
guifhes  by  their  progrefs  and  fituation,  Dra 
Adams  proceeds,  and  remarks,  “ the  next 
**  fpecies  is  by  no  means  uncommon  in  this 
<c  country,  but  has  too  generally  been  con- 
“ fidered  as  venereal,  and  treated  as  fuch„ 
“ It  is  either  feated  on  the  glans  or  inner 
“ part  of  the  prepuce,  fpreads  very  rapidly, 
i(  and  in  a fhort  time  the  glans,  or  part  of 
it,  mortifies,  and  Houghs  off,  after  w7hich  a 
“ circatrix  forms  fo  readily  as  fometimes  to 
endanger  the  urethra/’f 

*,  Lib.  vi.  cap.  18. 

t Of  this  kind  of  ulcer  we  are  referred  to  three 
cafes  ; the  firft  to  be  found  in  the  Edinb.  Med.  EiTays, 
vol.  i.  art.  19.  ; the  fecond,  Turner’s  Syphilis,  p.  248  ; 
and  the  third  is  related  by  Mr.  French,  in  Mr,  Hunter’s 
Treatife  on  the  Yen.  Dif.  385. 
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Dr.  Willan,*  in  an  elegant  and  elaborate 
treatile  on  cutaneous  difeafes,  among  a va- 
riety of  ingenious  obfervatipns,  has  fome  re- 
marks very  applicable  to  the  prefent  fubjedh 
4 The  prurigo  pudendi  muliebris  is  fome- 
“ what  analogous  to  the  prurigo  fcroti  in 
“ men.  Deep  ulceration  of  the  parts  fel- 
ee  dom  takes  place  in  the  prurigo  pudendi ; 

<c  but  the  appearance  of  apthre  is  by  no 
“ means  unufual.  From  intercourfe  with 
females  under  thefe  circumftances,  men 
££  are  liable  to  be  affedled  with  apthous  ul- 
i(  cerations  on  the  glans,  and  infide  of  the 
££  praeputium,  which  prove  troublefome  for 
££  a length  of  time,  and  often  excite  alarm, 
££  being  miftaken  for  chancres 

Mr.  Hunter  has  likewife  furnifhed  us  with 
much  interefting  information  refpedting  dif- 
eafes  refembling  the  lues  venerea : he  fuf- 
pedted  that  ££  new  poifons  were  rifing  up 
“ every  day,  and  thofe  very  fimilar  to  the 

* Dr.  Willan’s  Defcription  and  Treatment  of  Cuta- 
neous Difeafes. 

£i  venereal 


**  venereal  in  many  refpecfts,  although  not  in 
“ all.”  He  has  produced  a variety  of  cafes 
in  fupport  of  that  opinion.^ 

There  is  another  difeafe  which*  from  its 
occafionally  attacking  the  genitals*  and  af- 
fuming  fome  fimilarity  to  fyphilis,  is  fre- 
quently confounded  with  it.  In  Africa,  the 
Weft  Indies,  and  other  places,  it  is  known 
under  the  name  of  yawTs  ; in  Scotland  is 
ufually  termed  livvens,  or  fibbens ; and  which 
Mr.  Belhj'  and  fome  other  writers,  coniider 
as  a variety  or  peculiarity  of  the  venereal 
difeafe. 

It  was  never  known  to  appear  in  the  form 
of  gonorrhoea,  nor  feldom  at  firft  upon  the 
genitals,  but  more  frequently  primarily  at- 
tacking the  throat,  or  fome  part  of  the 
mouth,  attended  with  an  eryfiphelatous  red- 
nefs  of  the  amygdalae,  uvula,  and  velum 

* Vide  Ven.  Dif.  pages  61, ,382,  384,  386. 

f Bell’s  Treatife  on  Gon.  Vir.  and  Lues  V en.  vol.  ii. 
page  442. 
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pendulum  palati.  If  not  prevented  by  the 
ufe  of  mercury,  ulcers  form  on  thefe  parts* 
and  commonly  fpread  more  quickly  than 
venereal  ulcers,  the  uvula  and  amygdalae  will 
fometimes  be  entirely  deftroyed  in  the  courfe 
of  a few  days.  It  is  particularly  apt  to  af- 
feft  the  internal  part  of  the  nofe,  and  the 
offa  fpongiofa  foon  becomes  carious.  After 
the  fyftem  has  been  contaminated  with  this 
peculiar  virus,  the  genitals  become  affefted* 
and  the  parts  contiguous  to  the  anus.  But 
the  moft  char  after  iftic  fymptom  of  this  dif- 
eafe,  is  a foft  fpongy  excrefence,  in  fize  and 
colour  refembling  a common  rafp,  which, 
is  apt  to  appear  on  all  fuch  parts  as  either 
become  ulcerated,  or  are  attacked  with  any 
kind  of  eruption  ; fivven  or  fibbens  being 
in  many  parts  of  the  Highlands  a name  for 
the  wild  rafp. 

It  was  the  opinion  of  Dr.  Gilchrift,*  that 
this  difeafe  feldom  attacked  the  large  and 

* Phyfica!  and  Literary  Effavs  of  Edinburgh. 
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folid  bones,  and  very  rarely  any  of  the  others* 
He  has  feen  it  in  every  part  of  the  body,  and 
in  every  form  in  which  lues  venerea  appears, 
except  in  chancres  upon  the  genitals, 

i 

Such  is  the  defcription  of  a difeafe,  which 
many  confider  as  a variety  of  fyphilis  ; and 
though,  in  fome  particulars,  it  aflumes  a 
ftrong  refemblance  to  that  complaint,  yet 
in  others  it  differs  very  effentialiy. 

It  has  been  remarked,  the  fibbens  was 
never  known  to  appear  in  the  form  of  go- 
norrhoea, nor  to  produce  originally  any  dif- 
eafe about  the  genitals,  Thefe  are  two  cir- 
cumftances  fo  very  different  to  what  ufually 
fucceed  the  venereal  contagion,  that  this 
alone  would  almoft  incline  one  to  deny  the 
identity  of  the  two  difeafes,  were  we  not 
furniflied  with  fome  other  evidence.  The 
uvula  and  amygdalae  of  thofe  attacked  with 
the  fibbens,  have  been  known  to  have  been 
defiroyed  in  a few  days ; this  extrord^mary 
deflrudtion  of  parts  has,  I believe,  never  yet 
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been  difcovered  in  the  true  venereal  ulcera-* 
tion*  The  lues  produces  difeafed  actions 
without  any  critical  termination;  the  fib* 
bens  on  the  contrary,  it  has  been  obferved, 
has  its  crifis  and  termination,  though  its  pe- 
riods, from  being  longer  than  fome  fevers, 
appear  more  irregular.*  The  fibbens  is 
much  more  infectious  than  the  common 

.0 

lues  ; the  former  fpreads  itfelf  through  vil- 
lages and  towns  with  a rapidity  unulual  in 
the  latter,  and  the  ulcerative  procefs  is  infi- 
pitely  more  deftrudtiye. 

From  its  affirming  fo  much  the  appear- 
ance  of  a cutaneous  affedtion,  it  has  been 
confidered  by  fome  a combination  of  the 
itch  and  fyphilis,  while  others  are  difpofed 

% Mr.  Hunter  has  remarked,  the  conllitution  is  fuf- 
ceptible  of  the  fibbens  only  once,  and  in  this  refpedt 
it  has  a remarkable  fimilarity  to  the  fmall  pox.  Each 
Jias  its  period  and  decline ; in  both  the  powers  of  the 
conftitution  being  equal  to  the  cure.  If  this  circuin- 
flance  be  well  afcertained,  all  difpute  with  refpedt  to 
the  identity  of  the  two  difeafes  mad  immediately 
ceafe. 

tQ 
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to  attribute  its  violence  to  the  angina  ma- 
ligna engrafted  on  the  lues : by  fome  again 
it  has  been  thought  to  be  a diftemper  of  a 
b.eftial  origin,* 

The  great  fuccefs  that  hydrargyrus  rau- 
riatus  has  been  attended  with,  in  the  cure  of 
iibbens,  only  proves  that  mercury  may  be 
ufefully  employed  in  other  complaints  as 
well  as  the  venereal ; both  the  curative  and 

prophylactic  methods  encourage  the  idea 

\ 

that  fibbens  is  a peculiar  cutaneous  difeafe, 
propagated  by  the  abforption  of  a morbid 
poifon,  but  which  effentially  differs  from  the 
venereal . 


Having  noticed  thofe  ulcers  and  other  dif- 
eafed  appearances  about  the  genitals,  that 
have  fometimes  been  miftaken  for  fyphilitic 
afFeCtions,  it  becomes  a confederation  of  no 
inconfiderable  importance,  to  be  enabled  to 
diflinguifh  a chancre  or  true  venereal  ulcer 

s 

# Vide  Mofeley  on  Sugar,  with  Med.  Obferv.  p.  184. 
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from  a fpurious  one.  In  the  great  variety 
of  ulcers  enumerated  by  Celfus,  it  has  been 
remarked  he  has  never  defcribed  a thickened 
edge  or  bafe  to  any  of  them,  and  the  want 
of  this  edge  and  bafe  in  the  ulcers  of  moft 
other  poifons,  is  fufpedted  to  be  the  caufe  of 
that  rapid  deftrudtion  of  parts  fo  obfervable 
in  the  phagaedena.  There  is  another  lingu- 
lar circumftance  attending  chancres,  which 
I do  not  recoiled:  to  have  feen  remarked  in 
afiy  author  I have  had  an  opportunity  of 
confulting,  and  that  is  the  almoft  total  ab- 
fence  of  pain.^  It  is  wonderful  to  obferve 
large  and  exteniive  ulcerations  about  the 
glans  and  prepuce  attended  wdth  little  or  no 
pain,  except  that  arifing  from  the  neceffary 

* I would  with  to  be  underflood  as  applying  this 
remark  only  to  the  ulcerative  procefs  produced  by  the 
venereal  virus.  For  we  know  when  the  bones  are  at- 
tacked with  this  inflammation,  great  pain  is  the  con- 
fequence,  as  well  as  when  it  feizes  a glandular  part, 
and  terminates  in  fuppuration.  The  painful  inflam- 
mation of  the  delicate  membrane  of  the  urethra,  in 
feme  cafes  of  gonorrhoea,  may  be  produced  as  another 
inflance, 

applications. 
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applications.  Phagedenic  ulcers,  on  the 
contrary,  are  exquifitely  painful : it  appears 
then  the  genuine  venereal  inflammation,  act- 
ing on  the  foft  parts,  produces  lets  pain  than 
inflammation  arifing  from  the  addon  of 
other  morbid  poifons ; this  is  daily  obferved 
not  only  in  chancres,  but  in  the  venereal 
ophthalmia  and  fore  throat.  A chancre,  or 
genuine  venereal  ulcer,  may  be  charaderized 
by  a thickened  or  callous  edge  and  bafe,  at- 
tended with  little  or  no  increafe  of  pain. 

The  two  fubfequent  cafes  are  produced  as 
examples  iiluftrative  of  fome  of  the  preceding 
remarks. 

.1 

In  December  1 7Q4,  a cafe  prefented  itfelf 
with  large  and  extenfive  ulcerations  on  the 
glans  penis,  and  infide  of  the  prseputium,  the 
latter  confiderably  thickened  and  enlarged, 
attended  with  a very  profufe  difcharge  of 
purulent  matter,  evidently  from  thefe  ulce- 
rations. Confidering  the  difeafe  at  that 

time 
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time  as  ariimg  from  venereal  contagion,  the 
propriety  of  recommending  mercury  was  not 
doubted  : but  previous  to  its  ufe  the  inflam- 
mation of  the  prepuce  was  attempted  to  be 
relieved,  at  firft  by  the  faturnine  lotion,  and 
afterwards  by  the  poppy  fomentation,  with 
the  occafional  ufe  of  aperient  and  febrifuge 
medicines.  In  the  courfe  of  a few  days  two 
grains  of  calomel  were  taken  every  night  and 
morning,  and  continued  for  about  a week, 
and  afterwards  mercurial  fridlions  wrere  em- 
ployed. The  ulcerations  had  now  extended 
fo  much  as  to  afliime  a very  unfavourable 
appearance,  and  fo  exquifitely  painful  as  to 
make  him  dread  the  neceflary  applications. 
Several  of  thefe  ulcerated  furfaces  were  co- 
vered with  broad  livid  difcolorations,  the 
prepuce  and  the  whole  body  of  the  penis 
■were  conliderably  fwoln,  and  a very  large 
fubftance  of  the  glans  corroded  and  deftroy- 
ed.  I began  to  be  apprehenfive  of  an  ap- 
proaching gangrene,  and  was  anxious  for 
further  advice;  the  attendance  of  Dr.  Rudd 

and 
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and  Mr.  Ware  was  immediately  requefted. 
The  mercury  had  not  fenfibly  affedted  the 
falivary  glans,  but  had  occafioned  a very  vio- 
lent diarrhoea.  His  bodily  ftrength  and  ap- 
pearance were  extremely  reduced  and  en- 
feebled. On  the  recommendation  of  thefe 
gentlemen,  the  ufe  of  mercury  was  for  the 
prefent  difcontinued,  and  the  contex  cin- 
chonas, with  the  ferpentaria,  was  freely  and 
liberally  exhibited  ; wine  in  fmall  quantities 
wras  given  at  intervals,  a grain  of  opium  was 
taken  at  bed  time,  and  repeated  for  feveral 
nights.  Confiderable  portions  of  the  pre- 
puce were  continually  Houghing  off,  and  the 
expofed  granulations  affumed  a more  healthy 
appearance.  He  was  relieved  from  the  diar- 
rhoea, and  his  general  health  confiderably 
improved  by  the  tonic  remedies.  Although 
doubts  were  entertained  of  the  nature  of  this 
difeafe,  {till  it  was  thought  advifeable  for 
him  to  refume  the  mercurial  fridtions,  which 
were  continued  near  fix  weeks.  As  the 
parts  flowed  off,  the  ulcers  gradually  healed, 

he 


he  progreffxvely  amended,  and  was  r eft o red 
to  perfect  health, 

A Gentleman  belonging  to  one  of  the  inns 
of  court,  applied  to  me  with  a fmall  puf- 
tide  on  the  dorfum  penis,  which  I at  that 
time  regarded  very  flightly,  and  requefted 
him  to  ufe  a mild  ointment  night  and 
morning.  Three  days  afterwards  it  broke, 
and  it  was  wonderful  to  obferve  with  what 
rapidity  thefe  ulcerations  fpread  themfelves 
over  the  greater  part  of  the  dorfum  penis, 
the  edges  were  dark  coloured,  and  extreme* 
ly  painful ; he  now7  complained  of  uneaftnefs 
in  his  groin  ; on  examination  the  inguinal 
gland  was  difeovered  to  be  enlarged.  At 
this  period  I hefitated  in  my  mind  how  to 
ad; ; it  was  poffible  the  abforption  of  the  ir- 
ritating matter  from  this  gangrenous-like  ul- 
ceration might  produce  an  inflammation  of 
the  inguinal  gland,  even  to  fuppuration, 
without  its  being  contaminated  with  the 
finalleft  particle  of  venereal  virus.  But  hav- 
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Ing  had  a fufpicious  conne&ion,  and  his  ge- 
nera! health  in  other  refpeds  good,  induced 
me  to  venture  the  trial  of  mercury.^  The 
ulcerations  were  dreffed  with  a mild  mercu- 
rial ointment,  but  from  the  extreme  pain 
the  fores  were  attended  with,  the  argentum 
nitratum  could  not  be  applied,  which  ap- 
peared to  me  a very  neceffary  detergent  ap- 
plication, from  the  foul  and  ill-conditioned 
date  of  thefe  ulcerations.  Two  grains  of  ca- 
lomel were  given  every  night.  Within  the 
fortnight  the  bubo  had  liippurated,  and  dif- 
charged  a thin  ichorous  matter  different  to 
what  is  ufual  in  venereal  fuppurations.  A 
violent  diarrhoea  fuperveningf  a temporary 
fufpenfion  of  the  calomel  was  thought  ad- 
vifeable  ; bark  and  aftringents  were  exhibited 
with  effedl ; and  it  was  my  intention  to  have 
refumed  the  ufe  of  mercury,  but  obferving 
the  bubo  completely  healed,  large  portions 
of  the  ulcer  floughing  off,  and  the  granula- 

^ This  cafe,  as  well  as  the  preceding,  occurred  pre- 
vious to  the  faline  fubflances  having  engaged  my  at- 
tention. 
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turn  underneath  looking  more  florid  and 
healthy,  difpofed  me  to  defift  from  the  fur- 
ther ufe  of  mercury,  and  to  adopt  what  is 
ufually  called  the  tonic  plan,  which  happily 
was  attended  with  every  fuccefs* 

That  neither  of  thefe  cafes  was  venereal, 

I think  is  evident  from  the  progrefs  and  ter- 
mination of  the  difeafe ; in  both  Alliances 
the  ulceration  was  much  more  rapid  than  is 
uiual  in  the,  true  venereal  inflammation; 
they  were  both  deftitute  of  the  charadleriltic 
mark  of  genuine  chancres,  viz.  the  thickened 
or  callous  edge  and  bafc ; they  v/ere  like- 
wife  attended  with  the  mofc  acute  and  pain- 
ful fenfation.  In  the  firll  cafe  the  mercury, 
perhaps,  w^as  exhibited  longer  than  neceffary ; 
in  the  fecond,  the  quantity  was  fo  very  in- 
confiderable,  that  the  cure  cannot  in  the 
fmalleft  degree  be  attributed  to  its  ufe.  The 
want  of  the  callous  edge  and  bafe,  may  pro- 
bably account  lor  the  quick  and  extraordi- 
nary deltrudlion  of  parts.  This  peculiar 
difeafed  adlion  mav  be  clafTed  under  that 

defcription 
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defeription  which  Dr.  Adams  has  with  great 
propriety  demoninated  the  Houghing  pha~ 
gaedena,  or  nigrities  ferpens  of  Celfus* 

The  fubjedt  of  difcrim mating  one  difeafe 
from  another,  is  an  important  one,*  and  I 
have  endeavoured,  as  far  as  my  ability  would 

enable 

* Of  the  advantage  of  diftinguifliing  the  difference 
of  difeafed  aCtion,  we  have  a ftrong  illuftration  in  Sir 
William  Fordyce’s  Review  of  the  Venereal  Difeafe, 
in  a communication  made  by  the  late  Mr.  Heavifide. 
In  the  neighbourhood  of  Hatfield,  in  the  year  1767, 
a number  of  people  were  attacked  with  the  numbs, 
attended  with  a confiderable  fwelling  about  the  throat, 
and  articulation  of  the  jaws,  which  was  fucceeded  by 
an  inflammation  in  the  teftes  in  every  way  refembling 
hernia  humouralis,  and  which  immediately  relieved 
the  fauces : in  women  it  produced  a confiderable  de- 
gree of  fwelling  and  inflammation  in  the  labia  puden- 
dorum.  The  complaint  was  generally  relieved  by  cool- 
ing and  purging  medicines.  A lefs  accurate  obferver 
of  the  progrefs  of  difeafe,  from  the  well  known  fym- 
pathy  between  the  throat  and  the  genitals,  might  have 
attributed  thefe  morbid  appearances  to  a venereal  af- 
fection, and  the  exhibition  of  any  febrifuge  medicine, 
under  fuch  circumflances,  would  probably  have  been 

confidered 


enable  me*  to  point  out  the  diftinftion  be- 
tween various  difeafed  appearances  of  the 
genitals  and  thofe  connected  with  venereal 
contagion*  many  of  them  affuming  that 
fimilarity  as  not  to  be  difcovered  but  by  the 
moft  accurate  attention.  This  cannot  be 
too  much  infifted  on*  for  the  more  the  fub- 
j e <51  is  revolved  in  my  mind*  the  more  I am 
inclined  to  fufpedt  the  differences  of  opinion 
refpedting  the  remedies  under  confideration* 
have  arifen. 

Mr.  Cruickfhank  has  candidlv  acknow- 
ledged*  that  he  does  not  attempt  to  account 
for  the  numerous  failures  different  pradti- 
tioners  have  experienced*  and  concludes  his 
remarks  with  two  obfervations  not  lefs  im- 
portant than  fmgular.  “ Either  thefe  re- 
medies  cure  the  lues  venerea ; or  in  ninety 

confi dered  as  poffeffing  fpecific  properties  in  deflroying 
venereal  contagion. 

The  numbs  are  divided  into  two  kinds,  the  paro- 
titis fuppurans,  and  parotitis  mutabilis ; the  latter 
feems  to  have  been  the  difeafe  here  noticed. 

“ nine 
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nine  cafes  out  of  one  hundred,  the  difeafe 
u cures  itfelf.” 

The  few  cafes  that  have  been  felecffced, 
(and  they  are  only  a part  of  a number  that 
might  be  produced)  do  not,  I think,  give 
very  ffrong  proof  of  the  antifyphilitic  qua- 
lity of  thefe  remedies.  They  were  adminif- 
tered  with  the  greatcft  care  and  attention, 
and  in  . many  inftances  perfeyered  in  for  a 
greater  length  of  time  than  is  ufually  recom- 
mended, yet  in  no  individual  inftance  was 
the  fpecific  quality  of  thefe  remedies  appa- 
rent, and  we  cannot  but  lament  with  Mr. 
Hunter,  that  “ nothing  can  fhew  more  the 
ungrateful  or  unfettled  mind  of  man  than, 
“ his  treatment  of  this  medicine  (mercury)  : 
“ if  there  is  fuch  a thing  as  a fpecific,  mer- 
£f  cury  is  one  for  the  venereal  difeafe ; yet 
**  mankind  are  in  purfuit  of  other  fpecifics 
c<  lor  the  difeafe,  as  if  fpecifics  were  more 
common  than  difeafes ; while  at  the  fame 
“ time  they  are  too  often  contented  with 
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the  common  mode  of  treating  many  other 
t€  difeales  for  which  they  have  no  fpecific.”* 

With  regard  to  the  difeafe  poffeffing  the 
power  of  effe&ing  its  own  cure,  not  only  the 
melancholy  occurrences  of  the  prefent  time, 
but  the  many  lamentable  cafes  on  record 
indifputably  give  the  negative  to  that  atler- 
tion® 

Upon  the  moit  careful  and  deliberate  re- 
view of  the  fubjeft,  I cannot  but  be  of  opi- 
nion, that  although  thefe  remedies  may  oc- 
cahonally  be  ufefully  employed  as  auxiliaries, 
yet  in  no  tingle  inftance  where  fyphilis  has 
been  unequivocally  marked,  did  the  faline 
fubftanees  appear  entitled  to  any  fpecific 
quality. 

Happy  would  it  be  for  mankind,  if  the 
cautionary  advice  of  the  illuftrious  Lord 

/ 

* Vide  Venereal  Difeafe,  page  335, 
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Bacon  was  purfued  with  more  fedulity, 
“ Caufa  vero  & radix  fere  omnium  malorum 
in  fcientiis  ea  una  eft ; quod  dum  mentis 
“ hum  anas  vires  falfo  miramur  & extolli- 
musj  vera  ejus  auxilia  non  quaeramus/’* 

i 

* Vide  Novum  Organum  Scientiarum,  Aphorifm  9, 
Lib.  i. 
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OBSERVATIONS 


ON  THE 


PNEUMATIC  DOCTRINE, 


S the  exhibition  of  oxygenous  fubftances 


in  other  diforders  as  well  as  the  fyphi- 
litic,  hath  of  late  engaged  much  of  the  public 
attention,  a few  curfory  remarks  will  not,  I 
truft,  be  confidered  altogether  inapplicable. 
The  fubjed  itfelf  is  far  from  being  novel,  for 
in  the  laft  as  well  as  the  preceding  century, 
there  were  philo-acidi  as  well  as  mifo-ackh.* 
The  remedy  w~as  the  fame,  although  the 
modus  agendi  might  be  differently  explained. 

The  inftability  of  all  human  inftitutions 
is  daily  verified,  however  we  may  admire 
the  apparent  ftrength  and  wifdom  of  their 


* Vide  Turner’s  Syphilis,  page  S‘3. 
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eonftruCtiom  Nothing  can  more  ftrongly 
exemplify  this  remark  than  the  extraordinary 
changes  medicine  as  well  as  politics  have  re- 
cently undergone*  If  the  deftruCtion  of  a 
delufive  and  imperfect  fyfteni  was  merely 
the  harbinger  of  another,  founded  on  lefs 
erroneous  principles,  calculated  to  extend 
our  ideas,  and  lead  to  the  adoption  of  more 
iuccefsful  means ; where  is  the  individual 
who  would  not  contribute  his  mite  to  the 
accomplifhment  of  fc  great  an  attainment  ? 
And  while  he  might  deplore  the  violence 
of  the  temporary  concuffion,  endeavour  to 
confole  himfelf  under  the  expectation  of  ex- 
periencing an  increafed  amelioration  in  this 
earthly  exigence : agreeably  to  the  opinion 
©fan  ingenious  writer,  who  has  affirmed, 
that  the  animated  beings  of  this  terraqueous 
globe  have  conftantly  improved,  and  are 
44  {till  in  a progreffive  flate  of  improve- 
V menta’^ 

N 

# Zoonotnia,  vol*  i . 39,  7,  9. 

Have 


Have  the  late  medicinal  changes  contri- 
buted to  this  definable  improvement  ? 

Have  the  pneumatic  remedies  fucceeded, 
where  others  of  known  and  experienced  ef- 
ficacy have  failed  ? 

Have  they  aCled  fpecifically,  in  the  re- 
moval of  a fmgle  difeafe  ? 

Or,  have  the  pro  mi  fed  advantages  been 
corn menfu rate  with  the  fanguine  expectation 
of  their  advocates  ? 

If  the  language  of  truth  and  fincerity  be 
adopted,  I am  apprehenfive  we  fhall  have 
the  mortification  to  find  moft  of  thefe  in- 

i 

quiries  anfwered  in  the  negative.  While 
the  love  of  novelty  and  the  gratification  of 
perfonal  vanity  continue  to  operate  fo  ftrong- 
]y  on  the  human  mind,  we  cannot  wonder 
at  the  multiplication  of  new  fpecifics,  and 
the  variety  of  ill  digefted  theories  that  are  fo 
frequently  prefented  to  our  notice. 
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When  the  immortal  Newton* * * §  illumined 
the  world  with  his  ideas  on  gravitation,  Dr. 
Meadf  and  other  writers  about  that  period, 

attempted  not  only  to  explain  many  of  the 

/ 

operations  of  the  animal  fyftem,  as  conned  - 
ed  with  that  principle,  but  that  it  occafioned 
many  of  our  difeafed  adions.  This  theory, 
for  a confiderable  length  of  time,  had  been 
almoft  exploded ; but  from  fome  ingenious 
obfervations  of  Dr.  Darwin, J may  perhaps 
acquire  a revival  of  its  former  celebrity. 

The  mechanical  theory  of  Boerhaave§ 
had  its  advocates  for  a time,  as  well  as  the 
putridity  of  Pringle, ||  and  the  fpafm  of  Cul- 
len.This  again  was  fucceeded  by  the  Bru- 

t 

* Newtoni  Principia  Mathematica  Philofophice  Na- 
turalis. 

f Mead  de  Imperio  Solis  ac  Lunae. 

J Dr.  Darwin’s  Zoonomia. 

§ Van  Swieten’s  Commentaries  on  Boerhaave’s 
Aphorifms. 

||  Sir  John  Pringle’s  Difeafes  of  the  Army. 

If  Dr.  Cullen’s  Firft  Lines  of  the  Pra&ice  of  Phyhc. 
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nonian  which,  at  its  commence- 

ment, promifed  to  be  more  formidable  than 
any  yet  extant,  but,  like  many  other  ephe- 
meral productions,  flouriihes  for  the  day,  and 
will  perhaps  be  refcued  from  oblivion  rather 
from  the  Angularity  of  its  tenets,  than  the 
utility  of  its  doCtrine. 

We  now  approach  an  era  memorable  for 
the  brilliancy  of  its  difcoveries,  which  are 
calculated  not  only  to  excite  curiofity,  but, 
by  a prudent  application,  may  prove  the 
fource  of  innumerable  advantages. 

Fhlogifton  was,  for  a confiderable  period, 
admitted  to  be  a principle  in  the  compofi- 
tion  of  moft  bodies,  and  the  caufa  Jine  qua 
non  of  particular  modifications  of  matter. 
Although  this  inflammable  principle  had 
never  been  feparately  exhibited,  yet  it  was 
confldered  a flagrant  fpecies  of  infidelity  to 
doubt  its  exiftence.  When  our  ingenious 

* Dr.  J.  Brown’s  Elements  of  Medicine. 

countryman, 


countryman,  Mr.  Cavendifli,^  difeovered 
that  water  was  not  a Ample  but  a compound 
body,  and  the  French  chemifts  f had  fatis- 
fattorily  fncwn  that  the  combuftible  bodies 
acquired  a confiderable  increafe  of  weight 
from  that  procefs,  by  the  decompoAtion  of 
the  atmofpheric  air,  the  Stahlians  began  to 
feel  fome  difficulty  in  fupporting  their  fa- 
vourite theory,  but  were  not  willing  to 

i 

abandon  it  immediately.  The  extraordinary 
phenomenon  of  the  increafe  of  weight,  ob- 
fervable  in  metallic  calces,  they  afcribed  to 

a pofitive  levity  in  phlogifton,  or  the  Angular 

* / 

property  of  counteracting  gravitation.  The 
production  of  oxygene  during  combuftion 
they  conceived  might  not  arife  from  the  do 
compoAtion  of  atmofpheric  air,  but  might, 
by  forming  new  combinations,  liberate  bo- 
dies poflefifed  of  the  properties  of  acids.  Oxy- 
gene, they  contend,  like  phlogifi:on,  hath 
never  been  feparatcly  exhibited ; it  is  only 
known  in  its  gafeous  form,  and  is  then  com- 


* Philofophical  Tranfa&ions  for  1784,  page  126. 
t Lavoilier’s  Traite  Elementaire  de  Chimie. 

bined 


bined  with  caloric,  or  the  matter  of  heat, 
whofe  parts  repel  each  other,  and,  by  virtue 
of  this  repulfion,  is  the  caufe  of  the  elafticity 
of  aeriform  fluids.*  Exhibit  your  oxygene 
(fay  they)  in  a feparate  uncombined  ftate, 
and  we  in  return  will  furnifh  a portion  of 
our  phlogifton : perhaps  your  caloric  is  the 
very  phlogifton  whofe  exiftence  is  fc  ftre- 
nuoufly  denied . 

Thefe  are  fome  of  the  principal  arguments 

A 

employed  againft  the  antiphlogiftic  dodtrine. 
The  degree  of  credit  attached  to  them  w ill 
be  in  proportion  to  the  refpedlive  merit  that 
either  the  old  or  the  new  fyftem  may  be  fup- 
pofed  to  poffefs. 

A third  party,  not  fatisfied  with  the  ex- 
planation that  either  theory  feparately  af- 
fords, have  fuggefted  the  propriety  of  com- 

♦ 

* Vide  Minutes  of  the  Society  for  promoting  Phi- 
lofophical  Experiments  and  Converfation,  in  which 
fatisfa&ory  evidence  of  the  materiality  of  caloric  is 
produced* 


bining 


\ 
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billing  them,  and  thereby  forming,  as  they 

■*Ss 

conceive,  a fyftem  infinitely  more  fatisfae- 
tory,  and  more  extenftvely  nfefuL  This  is 
die  opinion  of  many  great  and  philofophical 
men,*  who  contend,  that  there  is  a recipro- 
cal interchange  of  the  body  fubmitted  t© 
combuftion,  and  the  atmoipheric  air ; as  the 
former  emitted  phlogifton,  the  latter  im- 
parted heat  and  light : that  the  exiftence  of 
phlogifton  and  oxygene  at  the  fame  time  is 
incompatible,  and  that  the  combuftion  of 
metallic  fubftances  may  be  coniidered  as  a 

double  electric  attraction,  the  metal  diffi- 

♦ 

pating  the  phlogifton,  while  the  oxygene  is 
abforbed  by  the  oxyd. 

From  thcfe  ftippofed  important  chemical 

difcoveries,  it  was  reafonable  to  think  they 

might  be  advantageoully  employed,  not  only 

in  elucidating  fome  physiological  difficulties, 

* 

* Vide  Dr.  Crawford’s  Experiments  and  Obferva- 
lions  on  Animal  Heat  and  the  Inflammation  of  Com- 
b-uftible  Bodies, 
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but  that  they  might  be  fuccelsfully  adminif* 
tered  in  eradicating  difeafe. 

The  modem  philofophersf  in  the  pleni- 
tude of  their  good  wifhes  to  .extend  know- 
ledge, and  alleviate  the  afflictions  of  man- 
icind,  have,  I am  apprehend ve,  far  exceeded 
the  rational  bounds  of  all  human  probability. 
To  oxygene  not  only  many  of  the  important 
functions  of  the  body  are  imagined  to  owe 
their  influence,  but  moft  of  our  difeafed  ac- 
tions are  attempted  to  be  explained,  either 
on  an  accumulation  or  diminution  of  this 
principle-^ 

Alchemy  * was  formerly  the  favourite 
ftudy,  and  men  of  exalted  talents  were  fully 
periuaded  oi  the  poffibility  of  difcovering  the 
philofophers’  ftone,  and  the  fubfequent  re- 
compenlc  of  the  golden  harveft.  We  at 
prefent,  with  our  affumed  fuperiority  of 

Vide  Sir  Hugh  Plait’s  Jewel  Houfe  of  Art  and 
Mature,  ,4to.  printed  in  1650,  page  81. 

knowledge. 


J 


78 

knowledge,  laugh  at  the  abfurdity  of  such 
chimerical  phantoms,  and  can  fcarcely  fup- 
prefs  our  indignation,  that  men,  dignified 
with  the  title  of  philofophers,  fhould  have 
be  flowed  fo  much  labour,  ability,  and  ex- 
pence on  a fcheme  that  could  not  fail  to 
prove  abortive  ; yet  I queftion  whether  we 
are  not  fuffering  ourfelves  to  be  deceived  by 
expectations  almoft  as  extravagant  and  as 
vifionary : for  as  Dr.  Crichton  * has  very  ju- 
dicioufly  remarked,  “ Syftems  are  formed  in 

a trice,  and  conftituted  theories  by  the 

- / 

authority  of  one  or  two  individuals.  We 
“ fimplify  every  thing  in  a mo  ft  wonderful 
manner,  and  endeavour  to  approach  the 
facred  fountain  of  truth  by  leaps  and 
6C  bounds,  as  if  we  were  fuddcnly  endowed 
with  powers  totally  unknown  to  the  phi— 

“ lofophers  of  former  ages.  Man  is  a fibr^ 
which  bends  itfelf  into  a ring,  then  be- 
“ comes  a tube,  and  then  an  animal. ^ The 

# Vide  Crichton’s  Inquiry  into  the  Nature  and  Ori- 
gin of  Mental  Derangement,  p.  51. 
f Zoonomia,  left.  39. 

<l  principle 


u principle  of  his  motion  is  oxygene  ideas 
“ are  motions  of  fibres  :f  vegetables  have 
ideas : J children  may  be  begotten  of  any 
fex,  fhape,  or  features,  at  the  will  of  the 
male  parent.  § The  whole  of  living  bo- 
“ dies  are  made  up  of  a few  airs ; and  the 
u great  globe  itfelf  is  only  a fplinter  of  a 
u fractured  fun.”|| 

Few  there  are  I believe  who  have  atten- 
tively perufed  Dr.  Darwin’s  Zoonomia,  that 
are  not  delighted  with  his  tranfeendant  ta- 
lents. His  beautiful  arrangement,  and  the 
brilliancy  of  his  imagination,  are  fo  inimi- 
table, that  the  mind  is  bewildered  which 
moft  to  admire,  the  originality  of  the  de~ 
fign,  or  the  grandeur  of  the  execution : yet 
with  all  thefe  powerful  claims  to  popular 
tftimation,  how  much  it  is  to  he  lamented, 

, * Girtanner  on  Irritability, 

f Zoonomia,  fe£t.  3. 

X Ibidem,  fe£t.  13. 

§ Ibidem,  fe£L  39. 

| BufFon’s  Theory  of  Jlie  garth. 
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that  a production  of  fuch  literary  merit 
fhould  contain  fo  little  practical  informa- 
tion.  But  our  furprize  muft  ceafe,  when  we 
obferve  the  natural  and  morbid  operations 
of  the  fyftem  fo  frequently  facrificed,  to  pre- 
ferve  the  order,  proportion,  and  exact  fym- 
metry  of  an  artificial  claffification. 

When  we  perceive  the  facility  with  which 
fyftem  after  fyftem  is  introduced  into  the 
world,  and  when  affumed  facts  are  too  fre- 
quently made  fubfervient  to  a favourite  the- 
ory, would  not  the  healing  art  be  confider- 
ably  improved  if  this  erroneous  tafte  for  fyf- 
tematic  compilation  was  compleatly  aban- 
doned If  the  practice  of  medicine  be  the 
ftudy  of  nature,  why  do  we  fo  egregioufly 
wander  from  her  paths  ? And  why  are  we 
not  more  attentive  to  her  operations  ? Con- 
vinced as  we  all  are  that  one  well  authenti- 
cated fact  is  fupcrior  to  millions  of  fpecula- 

* Lord  Shaftefburv  lias  farcaftically  remarked,  that 
44  The  molt  ingenious  way  of  becoming  foolifh  is  by 
44  a fyftem”  Ch  aradteriflicks,  vol.  i.  p.  196. 
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tive  opinions.  What  was  it  that  immorta- 
lized  the  character  of  Hippocrates  and  Sy- 
denham, and  acquired  them  that  decided 
claim  to  our  efteem  and  veneration,  but  a 
vigilant  attention  to  the  operations  of  na- 
ture, and  a ftri£t  adherence  to  the  immu- 
table laws  of  truth  ? Let  us  endeavour  to 
imitate  fuch  laudable  examples,  and  let  ex- 
perience and  obfervation  be  our  only  direc- 
tors. With  too  much  truth  has  it  been 
remarked,  that  “ La  fevere  et  jufte  pofterite 
“ fera  etonnee  fans  doute  de  voir  que  dans 
a le  dix-huitieme  fecle  il  y ait  eu  des  Phi- 
“ lofophes,  des  Naturaliftes,  des  Phyficiens* 
“ qui  me  me  dans  les  chofes  les  plus  impor- 
“ tantes,  ont  ofe  fubftituer  des  conjectures  a 
<c  Texperience,  quoique  l’experience  eut  ete 
“ auffi  aifee  a faire,  que  decifive.”^ 

If  we  carefully  examine  fome  of  the  me- 
dico-pneumatic opinion^,  I am  fearful  the 

i 

* Traite  fur  le  Venin  de  la  Vipere,  par  M.  Fon- 
tana, tom,  i.  p.  71. 
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delicate  texture  of  thefe  fine  fpun  theories, 
like  tender  exotics  on  expofure,  will  fhrink 
and  become  effete.  The  fabric,  though 
beautiful  and  ingenious,  is  deficient  in  the 
firft  and  moft  important  architedlive  rule — 
it  is  deftitute  of  a bafis — it  is  “ a dodtrine 
“ built  upon  the  fand,”  as  a diftinguifhed 
modern  philofopher  * has  very  appropriately 
exprefled  it. 

Conformable  to  the  pneumatic  theory, 
difeafes  may  be  claffed  under  two  general 
heads,  thofe  arifing  from  a redundancy  of 
oxygene,  and  thofe  occafioned  by  a deficiency 
of  that  principle. 

Phthifis  pulmonalis,  according  to  this 
theory,  is  attributed  to  an  hyper-oxygena- 
tion, and  the  means  mo  ft  conducive  to  a cure, 
are  faid  to  be  thofe  which  diminifh  the  quan- 
tity of  oxygene.  It  has  been  remarked,  that 
the  progrefs  of  confumption  has  been  luf- 
pended  during  pregnancy,  when  it  is  con- 

* M.  Fourcroy. 
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jedured,  the  dtpply  of  oxygerie  is  leflened  by 
the  foetus  receiving  a certain  proportion  of 
this  neceflary  pabulum..  But  it  is  a gene- 
rally acknowledged  fad:,  that  pregnancy,  in- 
dependant of  a few  trifling  fymptoms  con- 

3 1 

neded  w7ith  that  date,  is,  of  all  others,  one 
of  the  moft  healthy  ; not  only  the  progrefs 
of  confumption,  but  many  other  complaints, 
has  been  fufpended  till  after  parturition. 
How  very  rare  are  the  indances  of  women 
dying  during  pregnancy  ! 


The  advocates  for  this  dodrine  cannot  be 
ignorant  of  the  important  ufe  the  lungs  are 
deftined  for,  agreeable  to  the  ingenious  opi- 
nion of  Dr.  Crawford  the  quantity  of  oxy- 
gene  mud  be  rather  diminifhed,  than  increas- 
ed, for  the  fuppofition  of  a larger  proportion 
of  oxygene  being  tranfmitted  by  a difeafed 
vifcus,  whofe  adion  mud  be  fo  much  impair- 
ed, is  inconfident  with  the  generally  adopted 
opinion,  refpeding  the  fundion  of  t he  lungs. 


# Vide  Crawford’s  Experiments  and  Obfervations  on 


Animal  Heat, 
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Pulmonary  ulcers,  Dr.  Darwin*  conceives, 
are  prevented  from  healing  by  the  perpetual 
expofure  to  the  action  of  the  air  on  their  fur- 
faces,  converting  their  mild  purulent  matter 
into  an  acid  and  contagious  ichor ; and  he 
thinks  that  this  new  fpecies  of  acid  pofTeffes 
infectious  properties,  like  the  itch  and  tinea. 
The  infectious  property  of  confumption,  is 
probably  more  a fpeculative  opinion  than  a 
practical  faCt : but  other  motives  induced  me 
to  notice  this  remark.  In  the  cure  and  treat- 
ment of  external  ulcers,  the  application  of 
the  metallic  oxyds  are  ftrenuoufly  recom- 
mended, and  their  fuppofed  efficacy  is  attri- 
buted to  the  extrication  of  oxygene.  Dr. 
Darwin  has  ingenuoufly  exprelfed  his  furprize 
that  oxygene,  derived  from  the  atmofphere, 
ffiould  prove  fo  deleterious,  while  that  re- 
fulting  from  the  decompofition  of  the  me- 
tallic oxyds,  fhould  ad  fo  falutarily.  He  has 
endeavoured  to  account  for  this  apparent 

* Vide  Zoonomia,  Vol.  I.  fe£b  xxxiii.  27.  and  Voh 
II.  cl,  ii.  I,  6,  7. 
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contradidtion,  by  remarking,  that  the  dif- 
ferent oxyds  of  lead,  zinc,  and  mercury,  pro- 
duce this  falutary  efFedt  by  their  ftimulus ; 
and  thefe  metallic  oxyds,  not  being  decom- 
pofed  by  their  contact  with  animal  matter, 
no  new  acid  or  contagious  material  is  pro- 
duced ; adting  fimply  by  promoting  abforp- 
tion.  But  in  the  pulmonary  ulcers,  which 
cannot  protect  themfelves^froixi  the  air,  the 

i 

uncombined  oxygene  unites  w7ith  the  puru- 
lent matter,  converting  it  into  a contagious 
ichor,  which,  by  infection,  not  by  eroflon, 
enlarges  the  ulcer  as  in  the  itch  and  tinea. 

While  we  admit  the  ingenuity  of  the  ar- 
gument, the  juftnefs  of  its  application  may 
be  doubted.  Metallic  oxyds  are  fa  id  to  pro*- 
duce  their  efFedt  by  their  ftimulus  only, 
without  their  being  decompofed  by  their 
contact  w ith  animal  matter.  If  no  decom- 
pofition  takes  place,  how  can  oxygene  be  fc~ 
parated  ? and  how  can  a fubftance,  not  yet 
brought  into  a diion,  be  capable  of  ftimu- . 
lating  ; when,  on  the  contrary,  in  the  pul- 
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monary  ulcers  this  animal  matter  is  afFerted 
to  have  a ftrong  attradlion  for  oxygene,  with 
which  it  unites,  converting  it  into  a conta- 
gious ichqr  ? As  oxygene  is  admitted  to  be  • 
the  fame,  from  whatever  fource  derived,  it 
appears  almofi:  irreconcileable,  why,  in  the 
one  inftance,  it  fhould  produce  all  thefe  falu- 
tary  effects  by  promoting  abforption,  and  in 
the  other,  it  fhould  operate  fo  pernicioully, 
by  converting  an  innocent  purulent  matter 
into  an  infectious  malignant  ichor.  We 
have  yet  to  learn,  by  what  procefs  the  matter 
of  external  ulcers  is  prevented  from  being 
converted  into  this  acid  and  contagious  ichor. 

At  one  time*  the  hedtic  fever  fupervening 
from  effufed  pus,  is  afcribed  to  the  azotic 
part  of  the  atmofphere  ; at  another  time,f 
the  former  opinion  is  retraced,  and  to  oxy- 
gene are  all  their  deleterious  effedls  attri- 
buted. 

* > 

* Zoonomia,  Vo!.  I.  fc&.  xxviii.  2, 
f Zoonomia,  Vol.  II.  cl.  ii.  J,  6,  6. 
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Droply,  Intermittents*  chlorous*  and  moil: 
©f  thofe  fevers  denominated  typhus*  are  con- 
iidered  as  difeafes  occafioned  by  an  abftrac- 
tion  of  oxygene. 

Intermittent  fevers  that  had  refilled  the 
trfually  adopted  methods*  were,  it  is  faid* 
Ipeedily  relieved  by  the  exhibition  of  vital 
air ; and  our  attention  is  called  to  one  cafe  of 
ague,*  which  had*  as  wTe  are  informed*  baf- 
fled every  effort  to  fubdue  it,  for  more  than 
twelve  months.  The  vital  air  was  admi- 
niftered  in  the  proportion  of  eight  quarts  to 
thirty  of  atmofpheric  air.  Two  or  three 
paroxyfms  only,  and  thofe  very  trifling,  took 
place  after  the  ufe  of  this  remedy.  I will  nOt 
infill  much  here  on  the  powers  of  the  ima- 
gination* or  the  influence  mental  impreffions 
may  have  in  promoting  or  retarding  the  pro- 
grefs  of  difeafe*  they  are  fufficiently  known,  f 

* Conflderations  on  Fadtitious  Airs.  Mifcellaneous 
cafes. 

Some  very  interefting  information  on  this,  fubjedl 
may  be  obtained,  by  perilling  Dr.  Falconer’s  DilTerta- 
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We  are  none  of  us  ignorant  of  the  antiquity 
and  fuccefs  of  charms.  But  it  is  moll  pro- 
bable from  an  attention  to  this  cafe,  that  the 
difeafe  was  exhaufted  before  the  remedy  was 
applied. 

Chlorofis  is  produced  as  another  inftance 
of  abftradlion  of  oxygene  ; a variety  of  fuo 
cefsful  cafes  are  introduced,  and  reported  to 
have  obtained  relief  in  a week  or  a fortnight, 
from  the  inhalation  of  vital  air,  producing 
its  falutary  effects  by  imparting  an  increafed 
quantity  of  oxygene.  The  efficacy  of  chaly- 
foeates  in  this  complaint  is  well  known,  but 
I queftion  whether  we  muft  not  attribute  its 
fuccefs  to  fome thing  more  than  the  extrica- 
tion of  oxygene.  There  are  few  who  poflefs 
any  regard  for  their  profeffional  reputation, 
would  recommend  a mercurial  courfe  in 
chloretic  diforders,  and  yet  both  the  oxyd  of 
mercury,  as  well  as  Heel,  abounds  with 
oxygene. 

tion  on  the  Influence  of  the  Faffions  upon  Diforders 
of  the  Body, 

The 
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The  fpafmodic  afthma  of  a lady,*  who  had 
been  feverely  afflicted  for  years,  is  faid  to 
have  been  relieved  by  inhaling  vital  air. 
Thefe  violent  paroxyfms  came  on  periodi- 
cally. But  it  fhould  be  remarked,  however* 
that  fhe  took  at  intervals  feveral  emetics,  a 
folution  of  arfenic,  and  other  adlive  medi- 
cines. It  is  happy  for  the  lady  fhe  was  re- 
lieved ; but  other  remedies,  as  well  as  the 
aerial,  were  perhaps  entitled  to  a proportion- 
ate fhare  of  credit. 

The  30th  Cafe  prefents  us  with  an  inflam- 
mation of  the  breafts,  in  a woman  giving 
fuck.  As  the  cafe  was  urgent,  the  fpeedieft 
benefit  was  thought  would  be  derived  from 
the  difoxygenation  of  the  blood.  zEther 
burnt  in  atmofpheric  air,  rendered  chiefly 
azotic  and  inflammable  air,  was  immediately 
adminiftered.  Cloths  wrung  in  yeaft,  were 
applied  to  the  inflamed  furface.  An  elec- 
tuary of  fulphur,  and  fulphurated  kali,  was 

# Confiderations  on  Fa&itious  Air,  Cafe  xi. 
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taken  three  times  a day  ; half  a dozen  leeches 
were  applied  twice  to  the  breaft  ; and  to  di- 
vert the  current  from  the  inflamed  parts**  a 
Burgundy  pitch  plaifter  was  applied  betwixt 
the  fhoulders,  which  a6ted  like  a blifter. 
In  a week  the  cure  was  accomplifhed,  and 
this  cure  was  effected,  as  w7e  are  informed* 
fimply  by  the  inhalation  of  a reduced  atmof- 
phere.  Did  neither  the  application  of  the 
yeaft,  the  leeches,  or  the  blifter,  contribute 
in  affording  fome  relief?  How  long  will  en- 
lightened minds  continue  to  be  bigoted  to  a 
favourite  theory  ? 

Dr.  Hamilton, f in  a late  publication,  re- 
plete with  much  interefting  information, 
obferves,  that  hydrophobic  bodies  tend  to  a 
rapid  putrefaction  ; hence  he  confiders  a de- 
fect of  the  oxygenous  principle,  one  of  the 
confequences  of  the  difeafe.  If  it  be  oxygene 

* Diverfion,  revulfion,  and  fuch  like  terms,  I thought 
were  rendered  obfolete  in  the  modern  nomenclature. 

f Vide  Hamilton's  Remarks  on  Hydrophobia,  Vol. 
II.  page  101. 
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that  gives  power  to  mufcular  motion,  its  ab- 
fence,  on  the  contrary,  mud  occafion  weak- 
nefs  ; as  great  exertions  create  proportionate 
debility  by  the  expenditure  of  this  principle. 
In  reviewing  the  different  phenomena  of  this 
melancholy  difeale,  the  vital  air,  the  DoCfor 
remarks,  feems  better  adapted  to  a cure  than 
the  other  fpecies  of  elaftic  fluids. 

W e have  fatisfaCtory  evidence  that  oxy- 
gene  imparts  a certain  irritability  to  the 
blood,  and  may  perhaps  be  the  caufe  of  muf- 
cular motion  ; yet  this  is  but  an  hypothefis, 
mufcular  motion  may  as  well  depend  on  the 
nervous  influence,  or  agreeable  to  the  more 
modern  opinion,  it  may  be  a peculiar  kind 
of  elective  attraction,  in  which  the  minute 
fibrillas  have  a power  of  approximating  them- 
felves,  and  contracting  a clofer  union.* 

With  refpeCi  to  the  efficacy  of  vital  air 

# Vide  Dr.  Blane’s  Croonian  Le&ures  on  Mufcular 
Motion,  in  Philofophical  Tranfadtions  for  1788. 


in 


in  hydrophobia,  as  difledtiorL  unfortunately 
throws  fo  little  light  on  the  nature  of  this 
difeafe,  we  have  no  other  mode  to  diredt  our 
reaforfing,  but  an  attention  to  the  fymptoms 
and  progrefs  of  the  complaint  during  life, 
and  thefe  evidently  point  out  an  increafed 
excitement  throughout  the  fyftem.  As  all 
oxygenous  fubftances  are  notorioufly  known 
to  excite  an  increafed  adtion,  they  cannot,  I 
think,  be  very  advantageoufly  employed  in 
a difeafe,  apparently  of  fo  inflammatory  a 
nature.* 

# In  many  well  attefted  cafes  of  hydrophobia,  direc- 
tion has  difcovered  no  appearance  of  difeafe  about  the 
fauces  or  cefophagus.  Dr.  Hamilton  feems  to  conflder 
the  principal  feat  of  this  diforder  in  the  ftomach,  from 
the  ventricular  abraflons  that  have  in  fome  few  in- 
ilances  been  found.  Dr.  Darwin  is  of  a fimilar  opi- 
nion, viz.  that  the  cardia  ventriculi  is  the  feat  of  this 
difeafe,  and  refers  the  apparent  affe&ion  about  the 
throat  to  affociation.  Boerhaave  evidently  entertained 
no  doubt  about  the  inflammatory  nature  of  this  difeafe; 
lie  exprefsly  fays  morbus  fumme  inflammatorius.  Ad- 
mitting the  accuracy  of  thefe  opinions,  the  nature  of 
this,  difeafe  will  not  be  difputcd.  Tire  inhalation  of 
fo  ftimulating  a material  as  oxvgene,  would  rather  ag- 
gravate than  mitigate  the  complaint. 


Q3 


Dr.  Rollb,'*  to  whom  the  medical  world 
are  under  much  obligation,  for  his  judicious 
and  fuccefsful  treatment  of  a difeafe,  which 
had  hitherto  been  confidered  one  of  the  op- 
probrium medicorum,  will  not,  I truft,  fuffer 
the  value  of  his  important  practical  infor- 
mation to  be  diminifhed  by  any  erroneous 
fpeculative  opinion.  He  conceives  that  both 
diabetes  mellitus,  and  phthifis  pulmonalis, 
depend  on  an  hyder- oxygenation  of  the  fyf- 
tem;  and  that  both  may  be  relieved  by  flmi- 
lar  means.  The  former  connected  with  a 
morbid  Rate  of  the  ftomach,  the  latter  with 
that  of  the  lungs.  Attempts  have  already 
been  made  to  fhew  the  improbability  of 
phthifis  originating  from  an  increafed  quan- 
tity of  oxygene,  perhaps  objections  equally 
forcible  may  be  urged  againft  diabetes  arifing 
from  fuch  a caufe.  This  difeafe  generally 
attacks  people  rather  in  the  decline  of  life, 
and  thofe  frequently  that  have  been  accuf- 

* Vide  Rollo’s  Account  of  the  Cafes  of  the  Diabetes 
Mellitus,  &c. 
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tamed  to  the  luxuries  of  a fplendid  table, 
or  committed  fome  opprobrious  excefs,  in 
which  the  conftitution  has  been  inceffantly 
excited  into  a ftrong  and  febrile  action. 
Although  in  the  diabetes,  partially,  there 
may  be  an  increafed  action,  yet  the  fyftem 
generally  labours  under  a defective  energy ; 
and  agreeably  to  the  pneumatic  theory,  ra- 
ther requires  the  aid  of  an  augmentation  of 
oxygene,  than  a diminution  of  that  prin- 

t* 

ciple. 

• / 

In  perufmg  the  number  of  pneumatic 
cafes  that  have  been  prefented  to  the  public, 
and  confidering  the  favourable  opinion  en- 
tertained of  the  efficacy  of  the  aerial  reme- 
dies ; it  mu  ft  be  thought  by  every  impartial 
perfon  rather  extraordinary,  that  thefe  in- 
fallible fpecifics  fliould  be  combined  with 

* 

other  powerful  remedies.  Surely  if  they 
have  merit,  let  that  merit  reft  on  its  own 
bafis,  and  do  not  diminiffi  its  eclat,  by  thefe 
tmneceflary  combinations. 

• In 


/ 


In  the  many  fuccefsful  cafes  related  of 

m 

phthifis  pulmonalis,  chlorofis,  dropfy,  afthma, 
dyfpepfia,  and  other  difeafes,  the  trumpet  of 
praile  is  inceiTantly  founded  in  favour  oi  the 
aerial  remedies,  while  emetics,  cathartics, 
opiates,  and  all  the  aclive,  and  more  approved 
medicines,  are  confidered  inert,  and  too  in- 
fignificant  for  notice. 

The  fentiments  of  M.  Fourcroy  on  this 
fubjedf,  are  alike  interefting  and  ingenuous  ; 
this  enlightened  philofopher  cannot  be  fup- 
pofed  to  detract  from  the  merit  of  that  flruc- 
ture,  which  he  himfelf  hath  taken  fo  much 
pains  to  elevate. 

“ Mais,  fi  j’annonce  avec  fecurite  f efpoir 
dune  heureufe  et  prochain e revolution  dans 
Tart  de  guerir,  je  dois,  en  me  me  terns,  que 
je  femble  la  provoquer,  combattre  les  dan- 
gereufes  confequences  de  cette  petulante  ac- 
tivite,  qui  brule  les  cerveux  au  lieu  de  les 
echauffer  de  ce^precoce  amour  des  innova- 
tion^, qui  ne  veut  que  detruire  fans  avoir  rien 

a remettre 


a remettre  a la  place  des  mines  dont  11  s*en- 
toure.  Je  repoufle  egalement  et  la  pretendue 
fuffifance  de  la  doftrlne  Browniene  pour 
toute  theorie  de  Tart  de  guerir,  et  Findifcrete 
explication  du  mecanifme  entier  de  la  vie 
animale  par  une  puiflance  chimique.  Je  ne 
brule  point  les  livres  anciens  avec  Paracelfe, 
je  ne  brife  point  les  vafes  pharmaceutiques, 
je  ne  profcris  point  d'un  feul  mot  toute  la 
matiere  medicale,  je  confer ve  tout  ce  qui 
exifte,  je  ne  facrifie  point  toutes  les  connoif- 
fances  acquifes  a 'une  doftrine  batie  encore 
fur  le  fable.  II  feroit  fou  de  rejeter  ce  qu’on 
polfede,  d'eteindre  tout-a-coup  le  flambeau 
d’une  longue  experience,  de  renoncer  a 
Fempirifm  eraifonne  qui  dirige  la  pratique  de 
la  medecine  pour  embrafler  un  fantome.”* 

The  progrefs  of  ufeful  enquiry,  no  liberal 
mind  would  ever  wifh  to  difcourage.  The 

* Memoire  fur  1’ Application  de  la  Chimie  pneu- 
matique  a l’Art  de  guerir,  &c.  Par  le  cit.  Fourcroy, 
Annales  de  Chimie,  No.  84.  An.  vii.  Tom.  xxviii*  1 
page  225. 
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collifion  of  oppofite  fentiments  hath  fre- 
quently enlightened  important  fubjedts,  that 
would  otherwife,  probably,  have  remained 
in  impenetrable  darknefs.  It  is  not  the  ufe, 
but  the  abufe  of  this  invaluable  privilege  that 
is  cenfurable* 


Too  frequently  have  mankind  affailed  the 
medical  art,  as  grounded  on  uncertain  and 
precarious  principles,  changeable  at  the  will 
and  caprice  of  one  or  two  individuals,  and  not 
fupported  with  that  demonftrative  evidence, 
that  attends  many  other  purfuits.  And  why 
have  thefe  charges  been  exhibited  ? Not 
from  any  deficiency  in  the  value  and  impor- 
tance of  the  art  itfelf,  for  that  is  invulnerable  ; 
but  from  the  multiplicity  of  theoretical  fpe- 
culations,  and  the  licentious  fpirit  of  inno- 
vation, which  at  all  times,  but  more  parti- 
cularly at  the  prefent,  difqualify  the  mind 
from  acquiring  knowledge  by  the  only  cer- 
tain, though  flow7  and  progreffivc  means,  the 
ftudy  of  nature. 


•Seryare  modum,  flaemque  tenere 
Naturamque  fequj.  Lucan,  Lib.  ii, 

II  With 


II 
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With  an  affurance  almoft  bordering  on 
impiety,  we  vainly  prefume  to  account  for 
firft  caufes,  and  the  origin  of  the  w». 

A little  more  modefty  would  convince  us  of 
the  folly  and  impracticability  of  the  attempt. 

% / / 

That  memorable  defcription  of  danger, 
which  Virgil  has  fo  forcibly  reprefented, 
cannot  be  too  ftrongly  imprinted  on  our 
minds— 

Dextrum  Scylla  latus,  Isevum  implacata  Charybdis 

Obfidet.  ./Eneid,  Lib.  iii. 

Extremes  of  every  kind  ought  carefully  to 
be  avoided,  deftruCtion  perhaps  is  equally  in- 
evitable, whether  fmote  on  the  rock  of  an- 
tiquated theories,  or  overwhelmed  in  the 
whirlpool  of  modern  pneumatifm. 

The  beneficent  Author  of  the  Univerfe,  in 
his  wonderful  difplay  of  wifdom  and  good- 
nefs,  hath  not  only  amply  fupplied  us  with 
thofe  things  that  contribute  to  our  comfort 
and  happinefs  in  health  ; but  he  hath,  with 

ineffable 
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ineffable  condefcenfxon  to  human  infirmity , 
abundantly  diftributed  throughout  the  world 
remedies  adapted  to  every  difeafe.  Let  us 
no  longer  then  ungratefully  complain  of  the 
paucity  of  remedies,  but  rather  let  us  lament 
the  want  of  a more  judicious  application  of 
them.  Let  us  endeavour  to  cultivate  thofe 
only  of  known  and  experienced  efficacy. 

Let  all  falfe  theory,  all  chimerical  reafoning, 

.1 

be  for  ever  abandoned.  An  inflexible  ad- 
herence to  thefe  precepts,  will  not  only  fe- 
cure  our  own  intereft,  but  infallibly  promote 
the  general  good  of  mankind. 


F I N I S, 


T,  Gillet,  Printer,  Salifbury  Square, 
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